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Not-So-Great Expectations 

For many years Alabamians could take 
minimum comfort in knowing that various 
aspects of state and local government ac- 
countability, while pathetic in comparison 
to most of the nation, held up in one re- 
gard. “Thank goodness for Mississippi,” 
was the best that could be acknowledged as 
Alabama consistently ranked in the high 
40s in so many areas, But Mississippi often 
ranked 50th. 

This year Mississippi is the only thing be- 
tween Alabama and the bottom of the 
Southeastern Conference basketball barrel, 
at least insofar as pre-season predictions are 
concerned. At the annual SEC Media Days 
event in which journalists and sportscasters 
meet with coaches and players, the consen- 
sus was that it’s going to be a rough year for 
Bama. Both the Crimson Tide men’s basket- 
ball team of Coach Mark Gottfried and the 
women's squad of Coach Rick Moody are 
lightly-regarded. 

It was hardly a surprise that traditional 
favorites-the Kentucky men and Tennessee 
women-were predicted to win league 
championships this year. 

On the men’ side, Kentucky received 21 
of 40 votes to repeat as conference champi- 
ons while Florida was on 18 ballots and 
Mississippi State received one vote. 

The Wildcats edged out Florida for first 
place in the Eastern Division, being listed 
on 22 of 40 ballots while Florida was on 
the other 18. The final margin for first in 
the East was four points, Kentucky and 
Florida were listed as the top two teams in 
the Eastern Division on all 40 ballots. 
Tennessee was predicted third, Vanderbilt 
fourth, Georgia fifth and South Carolina 
sixth. 

LSU was named on 21 ballots as the pre- 
dicted winner of the Western Division. 
Auburn was named as the winner on 10 
ballots and placed second while Mississippi 
State was predicted first on six ballots and 
was third. Arkansas, Alabama and Ole Miss 
rounded out the Western Division. Each 
team in the Western Division was named as 
a predicted winner of the division on at 
least one ballot. 

On the women’ side, Tennessee was list- 
ed first on 14 of 24 ballots while LSU was 
predicted first on six ballots and placed sec- 
ond. Georgia received three first-place 
votes and was third while Vanderbilt ob- 
tained one first-place vote and was fourth. 


SCORECARD 


Auburn, Mississippi State, Arkansas, 
Florida, South Carolina, Kentucky, 
Alabama and Ole Miss rounded out the 
field. (The women do nat play in divi- 
sions.) 

In Player of the Year voting, Vanderbilt 
senior forward Matt Freije was predicted 
for the men’s honor, while LSU sophomore 
guard/forward Seimone Augustus was the 
choice among women players. No Alabama 
player was selected for either the men’s or 
women's pre-season All-SEC first or second 
team. 

It should be noted that these predictions 
are frequently off the mark. Last year in 
men's balloting Alabama was a runaway 
choice to be best. The Tide finished with a 
7-9 league record, fourth in the SEC West. 


Spring Practice 

You can probably break out your winter- 
wear for much of “spring” football practice 
this year. Alabama will start spring training 
on February 23 and conclude with the A- 
Day Game on March 20, finishing a week 
before spring break at The University, 


Shula Says No To Blue-Gray 

Mike Shula will finish this season with a 
grand total of 13 games experience as a 
head football coach. He had the opportuni- 
ty to make it 14, but elected to decline the 
offer of the Blue-Gray All-Star Classic to 
coach on Christmas Day in Troy. Shula told 
Blue-Gray Executive Director Rick 
Covington, “I appreciated the invitation, 
and if there is an opportunity in the future | 
certainly would consider it.” Shula ex- 
plained that having taken the Alabama job 
so late-on May 9-that he had already had 
to ask his family to sacrifice and he did not 
want to give up the opportunity for time 
with them this Christmas. 

Guy Morriss, who left Kentucky and is in 
his first year as head coach at Baylor this 
season, will coach the Gray squad, 


Tiders In All-Star Action 

Historically, the Blue-Gray All-Star 
Classic would rank Alabama as the school 
from which it has had the most difficult 
time getting players. That's because the all- 
star football game has long been played on 
Christmas, a time when bowl teams are 
preparing for post-season action. And 
Alabama has played in more bowl games 
than any school. Thus, when the Blue-Gray 
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has a chance to land some Crimson Tiders, 
it goes after them with gusto. 

The game, long played in Monigomery’s 
Crampton Bowl and now scheduled for 
Troy State University, has invited five 
Alabama seniors—tailback Shaud Williams, 
linebacker Derrick Pope, defensive end 
Nautyn McKay-Loescher, and wide re- 
ceivers Dre Fulgham and Triandos Luke. 

Alabama is also home to the Senior Bowl, 
played in Mobile's Ladd Stadium on 
January 24, 2004. Although final invita- 
tions for that game have not been issued, it 
is likely that Williams and Pope will be se- 
lected. Because the Senior Bowl is played 
after the college bowl season, Alabama has 
been well-represented in the Mobile classic 
with 185 participants, more than any other 
college. 


Pre-Season All-America 

There are frequent jokes made in this part 
of the country about various football teams 
winning pre-season national champi- 
onships, then failing to come through on 
the field. But being named a pre-season All- 
America in baseball is based on what a 
player has already done, and it’s a true 
honor for Alabama pitcher Brent Carter to 
earn that honor from the National Colle- 
giate Baseball Writers Association. 

Carter, an upcoming junior, is a left-han- 
der from Americus, Georgia. He had an ex- 
ceptional sophomore season in 2002, lead- 
ing the Crimson Tide with a 10-3 record 
and 3.30 earned run average. The lefty 
worked 122 innings and allowed 115 hits, 
56 runs, 45 earned runs, 19 walks and had 
105 strikeouts. Carter finished second in 
the SEC last season in innings pitched and 
strikeouts, tied for third in wins, was ninth 
in opponents batting average (.244) and 
11th in ERA, 

Carter set Alabama single-season sopho- 
more records last year for wins, innings 
pitched, and strikeouts. His 105 surikeouts 
were the second-most in school history by 
a left-hander. Bobby Sprowl, now the head 
coach at Shelton State Community College 
in Tuscaloosa, had 118 strikeouts in 1977. 

In SEC games only, Carter was first in the 
league with 77 innings pitched and ranked 
third in wins (6) and strikeouts (68). 

Alabama opens the 2004 baseball season 
Friday, February 13, against New Orleans at 
Sewell-Thomas Stadium. Season ticket ap- 
plications will be mailed to previous ticket- 
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holders in the next few weeks. Call (205) 
348-2262 to receive an order blank. 


He’s Gone 

Mike Price, who played an extraordinary 
role in Alabama football history by serving 
as the Crimson Tide's head coach from last 
winter through last spring before being 
fired for what he called drunken behavior, 
has returned to the Northwest and to the 
job market. On November 7 Price finally 
sold the “jinx house” that had belonged to 
former Bama Coach Dennis Franchione be- 
fore Price bought it. Price said he sold the 
home at far below the asking price of 
$880,000. 

Before leaving, Price hand-delivered a 
note to The Tuscaloosa News expressing 
his appreciation for the support he had re- 
ceived from “thousands of people of 
Alabama.” 

He added, “Our very best wishes go out 
to the wonderful football players of The 
University of Alabama and the entire foot- 
ball program.” 

Price and his wife, Joyce, have returned 
to their lake home in Coeur d'Alene, Idaho, 
near Pullman, Washington, where Price 
was the longtime successful coach at 
Washington State. He said he is seeking the 
vacant head coaching jobs at Arizona, 
Army and Duke, and would also consider a 
head coaching job in Canadian football or 
an assistant’s position in the National 
Football League. 

Price said his sons, Aaron and Eric, were 
still in Tuscaloosa and also job-searching. 
They were released along with Price and 
with Assistant Coach Kasey Dunn, Dunn 
has since been hired at TCU. 

Price told the newspaper that he had 
videotaped all of Alabama’s games and 
watched them several times. He said, “I'm 
going to miss these Alabama football play- 
ers. They're a tremendous bunch of young 
men and great players. They just ran out of 
time in a couple of games.” 

Price was unsuccessful in a $20 million 
lawsuit against The University, but has in- 
dicated he will appeal. He also has a $20 
million suit filed against Sports Illustrated, 
which published a salacious account of the 
activity that led to Price's dismissal. Recent 
news reports suggest some of the sources 
used by the magazine had been untruthful. 


He'll Be Back 

There is a lot of attention paid to the hir- 
ing of coaches at a major university. Just as 
important to the success of a program is 
retaining a good coach. Since he has be- 
come director of athletics, Mal Moore has 
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been most prominent in the football arena, 
where he has fired one head coach and 
hired three. He has also found and hired 
new coaches in golf, tennis, and swimming 
and diving. But he has also signed the likes 
of Baseball Coach Jim Wells, Basketball 
Coach Mark Gottfried, and Gymnastics 
Coach Sarah Patterson to contract exten- 
sions. 

The latest successful Alabama head coach 
to sign a contract extension is Women's 
Soccer Coach Don Staley, who agreed to a 
two-year renewal. 

Staley, who ranks 13th among NCAA 
women's coaches in all-time wins, has post- 
ed a 101-84-9 record in ten seasons at 
Alabama including three Southeastern 
Conference Western Division titles and the 
school’s first ever NCAA Tournament ap- 
pearance in 1999. This season he recorded 
his 200th career victory as a women’s head 
coach and his 100th career victory at 
Alabama, He is eight wins shy of his 300th 
career win as a soccer coach, which would 
put him among an elite group of coaches. 
Prior to the beginning of this season, only 
16 coaches on both the men’s and women's 
sides had reached the 300-win plateau, 

Since Staley began the Alabama program 
in 1994, he has coached 13 All-SEC players 
including five SEC Goalkeepers of the Year, 
and nine NSCAA All-Region players. He 
was named the SEC Coach of the Year in 
1994 and 1998. He has also put an empha- 
sis on his players’ performance in the class- 
room as well, evidenced by his 74 Acade- 
mic All-SEC performers and three Acade- 
mic All-Americas. 


Soccer Honorees 

Alabama senior Lauren Imwalle was named 
second team All-SEC in soccer, while for- 
ward Gillian Kilburn was selected to the SEC 
All-Freshman Team. Imwalle, a four-year 
starter and team co-captain, was named to 
the team as a defender. Imwalle closed out 
her career ranked ninth on the Tide’ all-time 
minutes played list, finishing with 5,428. 


Date Opponent Site 

Aug. 30 South Florida Birmingham 
Sept.6 Oklahoma Tuscaloosa 
Sept. 13 Kentucky Tuscaloosa 
Sept. 20 Northern Illinois = Tuscaloosa 
Sept. 27 Arkansas Tuscaloosa 

Oct. 4 Georgia Athen s 
Oct. 11 Southern Miss (HC) Tuscaloosa 
Oct. 18 Mississippi Oxford 
Oct. 25 Tennessee Tuscaloosa 

Noy. 8 Mississippi State Starkville 
Nov. 15 LSU Tuscaloosa 
Noy. 22. Auburn Auburn 
Nov. 29 Hawaii Honolulu 
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2003 Alabama Football Schedule/Results 


The award for Kilburn is not only a first 
for her, but a first in the SEC as this season 
marks the first that an SEC All-Freshman 
team has been named. She finished third 
on the team in scoring with 13 points off 
four goals and a team high five assists, 

Additionally, Tide senior Caroline Bolz was 
named to the 2003 SEC Soccer Good Warks 
Team. The anthropology and pre-med dou- 
ble major has volunteered and helped host 
soccer clinics as well as served food to the 
homeless during her Crimson Tide career. 
The Hous-ton, Texas, native is a volunteer at 
Tuscaloosa’s Arcadia Elementary School. 


Good Finish 

Alabama's volleyball team earned the 
third seed in the Southeastern Conference 
tournament as Coach Judy Greene's Crim- 
son Tide finished regular season play at 17- 
12 overall and 11-5 in the SEC. Bama fin- 
ished the season with nine consecutive SEC 
victories. Included in that group was a 
three-game sweep of Auburn before a 
school record 1,227 fans. It was Alabama’s 
eighth straight win over Auburn. Bama fin- 
ished 10-3 in its home matches, including 
defeating LSU 3-0 in the final regular sea- 
son match of the year. 

The LSU match marked the final home 
appearance for Tide seniors Erin Price and 
Jennifer Bibber. The duo leave the program 
having amassed the most wins in a four 
year period (80) of any class since 1989, 
The pair also helped guide Bama to 40 SEC 
victories including twice posting 11 confer- 
ence wins in one season, 


Finished 

Alabama's men’s and women’s cross coun- 
try teams completed their seasons in the 
NCAA Regional meets with the men's 
squad taking a fifth place and the women's 
team finishing 14th. 

Josphat Waweru led the Tide men with a 
10th place individual finish, while fresh- 
man Tara Enebak was top Bama woman 
performer, finishing 37th. 


Score (Attendance) 


Central Time/TV or Series Record 
2:00/ESPN 40-17 (76,780) 
6:45/ESPN 13-20 (83.818) 
6:45/ESPN 27-17 (83,018) 
6:00/PPV 16-19 (83,018) 
2:30/CBS 31-34, 2 OT (82,818) 
2:30/CBS 23-37 (92,058) 
2:00/PPV 17-3 (82,818) 
11;30/J-P 28-43 (60,825) 
2:30/CBS 43-51, 5 OT (83,018) 
11:30/J-P 38-0 (48,242) 
6:45/ESPN 3-27 (83,818) 
6:45/ESPN Alabama learls, 38-28-1 
6:45/ESPN Alabama leads, 1-0 


Alabama Football: 


by Kirk McNair 


Retention as important as 
recruiting to Tide fortunes 
in 2004 football season 


orget for a moment that Alabama’s 
F= football team had to deal with 

turmoil insofar as the unprecedented 
turnover in coaching staffs. The real prob- 
lem is in the numbers. Following Alabama's 
27-3 loss to LSU (in a game that was not as 
close as the final score), it was suggested 
that Alabama had lost the game with essen- 
tially the same team that had gone to Baton 
Rouge and routed the Bengal Tigers 31-0 a 
year earlier. 

Hardly. 

Of the 22 offensive and defensive players 
who started against LSU in 2002, there were 
16 missing in 2003. Only six men started in 
both games. No fewer than four of those 
who played against LSU last year also played 
the same weekend as this year’s Bama-LSU 
contest. But those four men-defensive line- 
men Kindal Moorehead, Kenny King and 
Jarret Johnson, and center Alonzo Ephraim— 
were playing on Sunday in the National 
Football League. 

A few college football teams might be able 
to sustain those losses, but only a very few. 
And an Alabama team that has been short- 
handed in scholarships owing to NCAA 
sanctions is not among the privileged. 

Even before the end of this season, 
Alabama could begin looking at the harsh 
reality of the future numbers game. How 
many of those who played against LSU will 
be in the lineup when Bama goes to Baton 
Rouge next November? Its a sure thing that 
at least five who started on offense and two 
who were defensive starters will not be 
back. They are seniors. But one has to look 
only at the 2002 Alabama lineup against 
LSU to see that it is likely others will be 
missing. 

Last year’s starters included Santonio 
Beard at tailback, who left early for what 
proved to be a pipe dream, the hope of play- 
ing in the NFL. He was not drafted after his 
junior season. Offensive tackle Wesley Britt, 
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Alabama Head Coach Mike Shula has had to deal with dozens of new situations in his brief career at 
the helm of the Crimson Tide football program. In upcoming weeks he'll be involved in recruiting new 


players and retaining current players. 


tight end Clint Johnston, and linebacker 
Cornelius Wortham, who had started in 
Tiger Stadium a year ago, were in the casual 
wear of the injured watching this season. All 
are expected back next year. Brooks Daniels, 
a starting linebacker in 2002 who is sitting 
out this season for health reasons, has re- 
portedly told friends and Alabama coaches 
that he, too, will return in 2004. He is not 
currently enrolled at The University, but re- 
portedly will re-enter in January in order to 
take part in off-season conditioning work 
and spring practice. 
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labama’s losses from this season are 
Aer to include some stars, most 

notably tailback Shaud Williams. 
When Alabama made its annual list of nomi- 
nations for all-star teams, it was no surprise 
that the Andrews, Texas, senior was at the 
top of the Crimson Tide's hopefuls. 

Only one other senior was on the list, safe- 
ty Charles Jones. The others were Britt, ju- 
nior defensive end Antwan Odom, sopho- 
more strong safety Roman Harper, and red- 
shirt freshman linebacker Juwan Garth. 

In addition to Williams and Jones, Ala- 
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bama’s seniors include tight end Donald 
Clarke (who moved up to starter when ju- 
nior David Cavan and soph Clint Johnston 
were injured), offensive guard Dennis 
Alexander (who did not start against LSU, 
but has started most of the year), offensive 
tackle Atlas Herrion (who moved up to 
number one following the injury to Britt), 
wide receivers Triandos Luke and Dre 
Fulgham (as well as much-used back-ups 
Lance Taylor, Zach Fletcher and Brandon 
Greer), back-up center Matt Lomax, two- 
year starting linebacker Derrick Pope, defen- 
sive end Nautyn McKay-Loescher (who did 
not start against LSU, but who has been a 
regular first-teamer for the past two years), 
and back-up defensive end Leslie Williams. 

Others completing their eligibility are spe- 
cial teams player Roberto McBride, back-up 
cornerback David Scott, deep snapper Nick 
Ridings, and former walk-on fullback Josh 
Smith. (Smith was awarded a scholarship 
this year as Bama had room under the 80 
overall limit and Smith had been on campus 
for two years.) 

Two others listed as seniors could leave or 


could return. Wide receiver Antonio Carter 
will apply for a sixth year from the NCAA, 
due to a leg injury. (Carter has undergone 
yet another surgery, a bone graft, and doc- 
tors are confident he will be able to play 
next fall if-as expected-the NCAA eligibility 
committee grants him a sixth season. He has 
not played the3 past two years.) Defensive 
tackle Anthony Bryant was a partial qualifier 
when he signed and technically a senior in 
2003, but if he can graduate before the start 
of next season he will “earn back” his fourth 
year. He has completed the most difficult 
classes for his degree and Alabama officials 
and Bryant say he will return in 2004. 


here are a number of unknowns in 

[ addition to the status of linebackers 

Wortham (almost certain to return) 

and Brooks, wide receiver Carter, and defen- 

sive tackle Bryant. Josh Smith could have re- 

turned for a fifth year, but the engineering 

major (an excellent student) will graduate 
and move on. 

Defections are always a possibility. This 

fall the Tide lost true freshman D.J. Cham- 
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bers, who withdrew from The University 
midway through the fall semester. Alabama 
Head Coach Mike Shula said Chambers gave 
no specific reason for quitting. It is unlikely 
Chambers will return. Chambers, 6-0, 180, 
was last year’s Alabama 2A “Back of the 
Year,” and was being redshirted this year as 
he worked at cornerback. He had some diffi- 
culty in earning academic eligibility. 

While it is normal for a football team to 
have a player or players quit each year, at 
Alabama it has to be top priority to retain 
players, limiting attrition among current 
scholarshipped players. Once lost, those 
scholarships cannot be re-used as initial 
grants. 

There had been some hope this fall that of- 
fensive lineman Grant Dickey, who left the 
squad this summer, might return to Bama. 
However, Dickey, who has enrolled at Tyler 
(Texas) Junior College in his hometown, has 
told friends that he intends to enroll at 
Texas A&M next summer, where he will 
play for the staff of Coach Dennis Fran- 
chione that recruited him to Alabama. 

Dickey quit the Tide for reasons complete- 
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ly unrelated to Alabama’s NCAA probation, 
which includes loss of a bowl game through 
this season. It is almost unbelievable that 
Bama’s junior and senior classes (and last 
year’s senior class) suffered no attrition as a 
result of that penalty, which includes the 
right of players who will not be able to play 
in a bowl game to transfer without penalty. 

Chambers’ departure dropped Alabama's 
total scholarship numbers to 77. After the 
18 seniors leave following this season, there 
will be room for 21 new scholarshipped 
players under the current limit of 80 (more 
NCAA sanctions that have Alabama at five 
fewer scholarshipped players than the 85 
normally allowed). However, Alabama will 
be able to sign only 19 in this final season of 
scholarship limits. The return of Daniels 
(which would not count against initial 
scholarship grants) would add one. Thus, in 
2004 the Tide would be at a maximum of 79 
players who received initial scholarships. 

While that number is a best case scenario, 
including no more attrition; the return of 
players like Bryant, Daniels and Carter; and 
a signing class of 19, considering the severi- 
ty of the NCAA sanctions, just the realistic 
hope that its squad size might legitimately 
approach 80 is good news. And probably ev- 
idence of the strength of Alabama football 
and its leadership. 

But that is optimistic. 


tion for any one of a number of possible 

reasons. Academics and injury and dis- 
cipline are among the reasons players leave 
a football team each year. 

An unusual problem for college football 
teams is having players who are too 
good-or, at least, players who think they are 
good enough to go to the next level before 
completing college eligibility. Two current 
Tide stars have been speculated as possibili- 
ties to try their hand at professional football 
in 2004. They are defensive end Antwan 
Odom and offensive guard Justin Smiley. 
Both have been in college for four years, but 
have one year of eligibility remaining. 

Prior to the start of the season there was 
also speculation that Britt might elect to 
leave Bama after this season. Ironically, when 
he suffered a broken leg against Tennessee, 
the decision was basically made for him, that 
he would not go early. But that injury also 
gave his good friend and three-year co-starter 
in the offensive line, Smiley, another reason 
to think about declaring for the NFL draft. 

A couple of players facing late season dis- 


I is quite likely there will be more attri- 
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Almost everyone agrees that Alabama offensive guard Justin Smiley (78) will be an All-America block- 
ing for Brodie Croyle (12) and company in 2004. But it is not yet known if Smiley will be back for the 


Crimson Tide for his senior season. 


ciplinary action must be considered as possi- 
ble losses for the future. They are redshirt 
freshman quarterback Brandon Avalos and 
junior tailback Ray Hudson. Avalos ran afoul 
of an unspecified team rule and was sus- 
pended for the final four games of the sea- 
son. He later withdrew from The University. 
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Hudson was arrested and charged (not 
convicted) with misdemeanor, possession of 
a small amount of marijuana. He was held 
out of the LSU game, but his status had not 
been resolved as of this writing. Conjecture 
is that both will have the opportunity to re- 
turn in 2004. 
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He Has Unfinished Business In 2004 


by J.E. Lisby 


Defensive tackle has high 
team and individual goals 


prominence, the task will begin up front, 

Fleet tailbacks and strong-armed quarter- 
backs are nice, but football games are won 
(or lost) along the line of scrimmage. Ahmad 
Childress understands. 

“Defensive tackle is a tough job,” Childress 
said. “It's no place for being a little boy, 
You've got to be a full grown man. You've got 
guys trying to tear your head off.” 

While no football position is completely 
immune to contact, a cornerback’s battle can 
be almost isolated and a linebacker can find 
himself on the “wrong” side of the field play 
after play. But a defensive tackle knows he's 
going to get hit on every down-usually more 
than once, “Off the field you can have a nice 
personality, but once you step on the field its 
a battlefield,” Childress said. “You're going to 
war, and you can't be nice in a war. You've gol 
to defeat your opponent. Turn that switch on 
and bring your mean streak. Your job is to 
whip the man in front of you. If he pops you 
in the mouth, you've got to come right back.” 

To do this tough work, Childress said, 
“You've got to have a passion and love for the 
game. To survive at this level you've got to 
love contact. You've got to be a man.” 

Childress began his college career al 
Garden City Community College in Kansas, 
where he competed one year, earning all-con- 
ference recognition. He was a redshirt one 
season in junior college, which is why he will 
have a third season of eligibility at Bama in 
2004. 

His first season at Alabama in 2002, he was 
a key reserve behind current NFL players 
Jarret Johnson and Kenny King. This year 
nagging injuries have limited him, but 
Childress along with Anthony Bryant and 
Jeremy Clark has formed Bama's primary 
playing rotation at tackle. 

Buddy Wyatt coaches defensive tackles lor 
the Tide, and his goal for Childress’ final col- 
lege season is simple. “ld like to see an All- 
Southeastern Conference defensive lineman,” 
Wyatt said. “That's the focus with all our 
guys, but with Ahmad especially. He is a big, 
strong, athletic guy, I'd like to see him be- 
come an all-star.” 

Wyatt said Childress has the physical po- 
tential to accomplish his goal, “He's big 
enough; he’s fast enough, and Ahmad runs 
extremely well,” Wyatt said of the Nashville 
native. “He's very athletic. Watch him punt 
the ball, throw the ball; watch him run 


iF Alabama football is to return to national 
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straight ahead. Those things are amazing for 
a kid his size.” 

In high school Childress did a little bit of 
everything. Offensive guard, offensive tackle, 
defensive end, defensive tackle, He carried 
the ball as a fullback, caught passes as a tight 
end, and even threw a few at quarterback 
(one for a touchdown), And special teams 
weren't a time to rest as Childress often punt- 
ed and place-kicked. He even handled long- 
snapping duties, when needed. “I played ev- 
erything on the team except for cornerback,” 
he said with a laugh. Childress recalls that as 
a prep freshman he was “only” 6-2, 225 
pounds, “basically half the person I am now. 
After my sophomore year { realized I was 
only going to get bigger and taller, so 1 started 
concentrating on the line.” 


witching from a “do everything" player, 

accustomed to touching the football all 

the time, to a down-inside “grunt” 
wasn’t easy, But at 6-6, 300-plus pounds by 
the end of high school, Childress realized 
where his future lay. He also discovered that 
he wasn't in high school any more when he 
went to college and found players just as big 
and strong as he. “I had to learn to turn it up 
a notch,” he said. 

Wyatt doesn't want his inside guys to sim- 
ply take up space. He wants play-makers at 
defensive tackle, athletes who will either 
break off the block to make the stop, or de- 
mand a double team to free up a teammate. 
Childress talked about what he's looking for 
in that electric instant just before the ball is 
snapped. “Coach Wyatt talks to us about how 
to read all the cues. Read the offensive line- 
man’s stance. Read the whole line. You can 
tell by the stance what they're going to do. If 
he’s in his stance heavy, then he's coming at 
you. If he’s in his stance light, then he’s not 
coming, Somebody else is going to pick you 
up. He’s going to pull and go somewhere 
else” 

With success or failure depending on how 
quickly he comes off the ball, a defensive 
lineman's senses are key, Watch the blocker. If 
he so much as twitches then explode off the 
line. Use your peripheral vision to keep an 
eye on the football. Listen to the snap count, 
gauging the cadence to gain that extra split 
second. And use those eyes in the back of 
your head to protect against the double team 
you know is coming. “Look at your man, but 
out of the corner of your eye look at the ball,” 
Childress said. “You're listening to the quar- 
terback’s voice. Once you get his cadence 
down, you've got an edge on the offensive 
line. And watch for the double teams. 
Offensive linemen love double teams, be- 
cause that gives them a chance to just maul 
you. You've got to be physical and take no 
prisoners on every down,” 

If its a running play, then Childress knows 
he'd better go ahead and hit somebody hard. 
Otherwise, he'll be the one absorbing the 
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blow. “You've got to come olf, stay low, shoot 
your hands, hit them, get off the block, and 
make the play,” he said. On passing plays he's 
looking for the sack. “When you see the 
blockers ‘light in their stance, its time to turn 
your motor up. What's your best pass rush 
move? Come off the ball as hard as you can. 
Get ready for the ball to snap, then cut 
loose.” 

But run or pass, that first step remains all 
important. Strength is good, but the quicker 
athlete will win most of the battles. “Its about 
quickness and technique,” Childress said. 
“The strongest guy can dominate, but only by 
using proper technique. Technique will beat 
strength every time. Getting that first step on 
the guy is the best feeling, When you beat 
him off the snap you've usually won the bat- 
le. Break [ree and get a free shot.” 

Unfortunately the way officials call the game 
today, those free shots come less often than 
Childress would like. Like all defensive line- 
men, he complains that officials allow holding 
on every down. Said Childress, “There have 
been games where the buckles on my shoul- 
der pads have been broken from all the hold- 
ing. I've seen players with torn jerseys, and 
the referees still haven't called anything. But 
you've just got to keep playing ball.” 


fast. Those willing to put in the extra time 

in the film room—and on the practice 
field—will gain the edge, Wyatt said, “1 want 
Ahmad to become a student of the game. 
Come in and watch tape of himself from the 
season. Watch tapes of some pro guys and 
other guys that play his position. See what 
they do and what he’s not doing, what he can 
do better. That will be critical to next season. 
If Ahmad mentally can get tougher, being 
able to do it down after down after down... 
Nobody wants to see a one-game wonder 
They want to see you do it week in and week 
out.” 

Motivated by Wyatt and the other Tide 
coaches, Childress made real improvement 
over the past off season. Listed at 358 pounds 
last spring, he started eating right and sweat- 
ed away the pounds through long hours of 
extra work. Childress began this season a 
“slimmer” 331 pounds, but Wyatt says there 
is plenty of progress left to be made. “Ahmad 
knows what his weaknesses are and what he 
needs to improve,” Wyatt said. “We're going 
io work real hard on staying in good condi- 
tion. He needs to lose some more weight, and 
we want him also to work on his flexibility 
and overall body strength. He needs to work 
on lateral movement. He needs to work on 
flexibility, so he can play with his pads down 
lower. And Ahmad needs to become more 
fundamentally sound.” 

As anyone that has fought the “battle of the 
bulge” will attest, itS not easy. Changing eat- 
ing habits is a daunting challenge. But if he 
hopes to reach elite status athletically, 


I: the SEC, almost all linemen are big and 
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Childress knows he has no choice. “I’ve still 
got a ways to go,” he said. “I want to get bet- 
ter this off season. Get stronger. Coach Wyatt 
wants me to work on my flexibility, bending 
my knees. My whole key next year is to come 
back as a better player and to dominate.” 
This has been a tough season for the 
Crimson Tide and for Ahmad. Lingering 
wrist pain, asthma, sprained ankles, and 
“stinger” trouble in his shoulders prevented 
Childress from contributing as much as he 
wanted, adding to the frustration. “We know 
that we were better than our record,” 
Childress said. “We'd be close to a win, then 
something would happen to stop it. Or a 
player would get injured. It made you won- 
der if something was in the air, but we kept 
fighting. That was our team. We kept fighting 
for our family, and we never gave up. There's 
more to football than just the final score. It’s 
about giving it all you've got. You can get 
your head down, but when you look at the 
way we battled all season, it helps. One play 
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As a defensive tackle, Ahmad Childress is not isolated from the contact of football. In fact, it’s a part of 
every play. He plans to return for his final season of the tough inside work in 2004. Barry Fikes Photo 


here and there, and things would have been 
different.” 

Childress just finished his fourth year in 
college. Given his size and physical talents, 
professional football has been on his mind for 
some time. But he says he’s got unfinished 
business at Alabama. Childress said, “This 
year has motivated me. Some people tell me I 
can leave after this year, but I'm telling them 
that I’m going to be back. As a team, we can 
do so much better. If everybody comes back, 
we can contend for championships next 
year.” 

Next season Childress will be a fifth-year 
senior, counted on to provide leadership. He’s 
prepared for that challenge. But more impor- 
tantly, he’s pursuing a goal. 

“Tm ready to take full responsibility as a 
leader,” Childress said. “It’s tough, but I'm 
ready to take it on. If we can get everybody to 
come back, then we're going to be a real good 
defensive line. We'll be faster and stronger. I 
think we can dominate.” 
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Senior Didn't Sell Himself Short 


by Greg Wallace 


Highly-publicized prep star 
finally contributes this year 


or a University of Alabama football 
Powe: there is perhaps no better feel- 

ing in the world than getting that first 
start against Tennessee. Unless that first 
Tennessee start is also your first start ever. 
In your last year. 

Then, that feeling is indescribable. 

That feeling overcame senior center Matt 
Lomax October 25, when he made his 
Alabama starting debut in the 51-43 five- 
overtime loss to the Volunteers. 

Lomax arrived in Tuscaloosa five summers 
ago with high expectations and honors piled 
upon his shoulders. He has largely been lost 
in the offensive line’s crowded masses since, 
but is ending his career this month with a 
major flourish. 

No day better sums it up than that amaz- 
ing first start. 

“I don’t want to say I deserved it, but it 
was what I was here for,” Lomax said. 
“Finally, things were coming into place. It 
kind of felt like, ‘Wow, everything finally fell 
into place for me that week after five years.” 

When he signed a national letter of intent 
with Alabama in February 1999, many 
thought Lomax’s future held many starts on 
the Tide's offensive line. He was widely con- 
sidered one of America’s top offensive line 
recruits following his senior season at 
Mobile’s UMS-Wright High School. He was a 
Super-All State selection, a Border Wars All- 
South first-team honoree, and a Parade mag- 
azine and SuperPrep All-America. 

But bad karma hunted him down soon after 
he set foot in Tuscaloosa later that summer. 

Two weeks after arriving on campus, he 
suffered a knee injury that required arthro- 
scopic surgery. A week after he got his knee 
healthy and got back on the practice field, 
he broke his hand. Ever the trooper, he wore 
a cast for six weeks, but it wasn’t the same. 
He eventually took a redshirt year, then pre- 
pared for four years of success. 

It wasn't to be. 

The following spring, he hurt his back, 
further hindering his progress. 

“IT had a bad freshman year,” Lomax 
quipped. 

He also quickly realized that college foot- 
ball was a huge step up from what he was 
used to. In practice alone, he had to face off 
against stars like former Alabama and cur- 
rent New York Giants defensive lineman 
Cornelius Griffin. 
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Matt Lomax was four-and-a-half years into his five-year Alabama football career before he finally got 
his first start. But Lomax has been productive on the football field and in the classroom (he’s working 
on his master’s degree this year) and has enjoyed his senior success. Kent Gidley Photo 


“You realize, ‘Wow, what have I gotten my- 
self into?” Lomax said. 

In the Southeastern Conference, high 
school hype means little. And Lomax will be 


the first to say that he struggled with the ad- 
justment. 

“I come in all hyped up as a freshman, get 
here and realize I’m nowhere near as good as 
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what they’ve been saying,” he said. “You 
come here and you're just a lowly little 
freshman.” 

Lomax’s injuries left him struggling to 
catch up with classmates like Alonzo 
Ephraim (now with the Philadelphia 
Eagles), Dennis Alexander, and younger 
players like Marico Portis, Wesley Britt, 
justin Smiley and Evan Mathis. 

While others worked out in the weight 
room, Lomax was confined to his own per- 
sonal “wait” room. 

“I couldn't get in the weight room like all 
the other freshmen got in the weight room,” 
he said. “They got stronger, got bigger. And 
I was always kind of a step behind.” 

A player with lesser mental character 
might have given up, resigned himself to the 
fact that he was never going to make a dif- 
ference. But Lomax never quit trying. 

As a sophomore in 2001, he saw limited 
action in three games, but last year as a ju- 
nior he worked his way into a backup role 
behind Smiley and played in five games. 
“You be humble and do what you can,” 
Lomax said. “I wasn’t playing, was sitting 
around, but you do what you can to help 
out the team, and who knows? Things 
might happen good for you.” 


his fall, he has lived his words. Dennis 

Franchione’s staff left following the 

2002 season, which meant Lomax had 
a new position coach, Bob Connelly, who 
followed then-Head Coach Mike Price from 
Washington State. 

Connelly’s fresh perspective gave Lomax a 
final chance in his final year. He worked 
hard over the summer and into fall camp, 
pushing sophomore starter J.B. Closner at 
center for the first eight weeks of the season. 

The week of the Tennessee game, Lomax 
finally broke through. He pushed past 
Closner—for one game-and earned his first 
career start. That day, Closner and Lomax 
split time. 

Closner would regain his starting role, but 
that didn’t diminish the significance of 
Lomax’s accomplishment. 

“It was huge for him,” said Justin Smiley, 
Bama’s highly-acclaimed guard, who plays 
next to Lomax. “It was a really big game and 
he did a good job. He’s worked towards that, 
and I was really glad to see him get that op- 
portunity and make his start in front of a 
bunch of people.” 

Lomax’s persistence has made an impres- 
sion on Connelly. 

“I'm pleased with Matt,” he said. “He's very 
athletic, he was a high school All-America 
and he’s got all the tools in the world. He's 
just come out; he’s made a dedication to him- 
self and his football team because he realized 
he was in the last year of his college career. 
He’s got a great attitude, he works hard, he’s a 
great leader, he’s very intelligent, and he un- 
derstands what we're doing schematically and 
offensively. He gets us in a great situation.” 

Smiley has enjoyed watching Lomax’s emer- 
gence, too, now that his day has finally come. 
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“Matt’s done an awesome job,” Smiley 
said. “In the past, he really hasn't been given 
the opportunity to do his deal, but he’s actu- 
ally been dominant in games. I’ve seen him 
pancake guys and do a really good job. You 
get excited about that, because it seems like 
he’s made up his mind that this is it for him, 
that he wants to do his best.” 

Regardless of what happens with the rest 
of his football career, Lomax already has his 
life plan figured out. He graduated from The 


University last May with an undergraduate 
degree in marketing, and is on schedule to 
earn his masters’ degree in marketing from 
UA next summer. He says a career in phar- 
maceutical sales or commercial real estate is 
in his future. 

He's already got a good start. If the last 
year of his football career is any indication, 
Lomax clearly knows how not to sell himself 
short. 

“Its just funny,” he said, “how things happen.” 
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Gymnastics Outlook: 


Experience 
Should Be 
Tide Plus 


by Andrew Varble II 


Last year’s rookies know 
what it takes to be a part 
of championship contender 


here were a lot of questions about 

last year’s Alabama gymnastics 

squad. The 2003 Crimson Tide was 
a very different group than the one that 
won the 2002 NCAA Championship just 
months before. Seven veterans returned last 

. But a whopping seven freshmen-— 
the most in school history—were on the 
Tide's roster. 

So with seven freshmen and three sopho- 
mores making up the bulk of the Tide’s 
team, the 2003 edition of the Crimson Tide 
set out to carve an identity separate from 
the expectations that came on the heels of 
winning the program’s fourth NCAA title. 
The retooled Tide lineup had a long fall as 
the Tide’s rookie-seven began the process of 
becoming part of the team. 

By the time the season started, everyone 
was on the same page. And by the time the 
post season rolled around, the 2003 squad 
was ready to make its own legacy, one that 
came into focus at the 2003 Southeastern 
Conference Championships, where 
Alabama went toe-to-toe with a veteran 
Georgia squad and came away with SEC 
title number five. 

“That was definitely the defining moment 
for last year’s team,” Head Coach Sarah 
Patterson said. “We took one of-if not 
the-youngest teams in the nation to 


Alabama senior gymnastics performers are 
(front) Lauren Holdefer and (back, left to right) 
Stephanie Kite and Jeana Rice. 

Barry Fikes Photo 
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Birmingham and they brought back the 
championship in one of the closest, most 
down-to-the-wire meets we've ever been in- 
volved in.” 

Alabama would go on to win its 19th 
NCAA Regional Championship and take 
second at the NCAA Championships, just 
behind UCLA. The Tide’s rookies had 
blended with the veterans to bring forth 
Alabama's 14th top-three finish in the past 
25 years. 

This year there are again 10 freshmen and 
sophomores, but this time around there are 
six sophomores to offset the four rookies. 
Having that year under the belt has made a 
tremendous difference. Alabama lost just 
one athlete from last year’s NCAA squad, 
and while 11-time All-America and two- 
year team captain Kristin Sterner will be 
tough to replace in many ways, the experi- 
ence factor now swings in the Tide's favor. 
There are 12 athletes returning from a year 
ago, four freshmen trying to earn a spot in 
the lineup. This may be the most talented 
and the deepest team Sarah and David 
Patterson have had in their 26 seasons. 
With 16 highly talented athletes, the 
Pattersons, along with Assistant Coaches 
Bryan Raschilla and Dana Duckworth, will 
have their hands full figuring out how to 
best utilize each athlete. But that is a good 
problem. 


eying Alabama’s hunt for NCAA 
title number five will be the Tide’s 
ix returning All-Americas. Leading 
that group will be reigning SEC Gymnast of 
the Year Jeana Rice. Rice earned five All- 
America honors last season as a junior, giv- 
ing her 13 for her career. Not only is Rice 
one of the nation’s very best gymnasts, but 
she has improved throughout her career. 
Seniors Lauren Holdefer and Stephanie 
Kite both return ready to take a spot in the 
Tide’s vault and floor exercise lineup. Last 
season Kite earned All-America on the floor 
and set up the Tide’s SEC title when she 
scored a career-best 9.925 in the Tide’s next 
to last routine of the night. Both Kite and 
Holdefer, a Northport native, also could see 
duty on the balance beam. 

Junior Alexis Brion took most of last sea- 
son to recover from off-season ankle 
surgery, but was well enough by the NCAA 
Championships to earn All-America on the 
vault. This season, a healthy Brion could 
see action in the all-around, and will be a 
welcome and exciting addition to the Tide's 
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Returning All-America gymnasts for the Crimson Tide include (front) Alexis Brion, (back, left to right) 


Shannon Hrozek, Ashley Miles, and Mari Bayer. 


balance beam lineup. Her high-flying floor 
routine is a fan-favorite. Junior Shannon 
Hrozek earned her second straight All- 
America honor on the balance beam last 
season and should again see all-around ac- 
tion during the season. The Tide's leadoff 
on the balance beam last season, earning 
All-SEC in the process, junior Michelle 
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Reeser may add the uneven bars to her list 
of duties. She is also slated to return on the 
floor where she is very strong. 

Sophomore Ashley Miles was among the 
nation’s most exciting athletes last season 
on the vault and the floor exercise. She 
clinched the Tide’s SEC title last year with a 
9.975 in the Tide’s final routine of the 
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night, She scored a 10.0 on the floor at the 
NCAA Regionals and capped a huge rookie 
season by winning the NCAA vault champi- 
onship. She returns this season ready to 
compete on all four events. Her uneven bars 
routine is exceptional, and by mid-season 
she should be ready to unveil a floor routine 
that includes a rare fourth tumbling pass. 
Mari Bayer opened up her rookie year earn- 
ing All-America on the uneven bars and bal- 
ance beam in 2003. This season she could 
see action in the all-around. 

Sophomore Dana Filetti is running away 
with the “most improved” title in pre-season 
workouts. After competing exclusively on 
the uneven bars last season, she could go 
all-around this season. Her floor routine will 
include some big, exciting tumbling in the 
vein of Miles and Brion. She may also be the 


first gymnast to include a full-on, pike-off 


vault in NCAA competition. Larissa Stewart 
returns for her second season, slowed after 
cutting a tendon in her hand while slicing a 
bagel. All-SEC on the uneven bars last sea- 
son, Stewart should be ready to start swing- 
ing on the bars in December and could re- 
turn to the uneven bars lineup by mid-sea- 
son with a return to the balance beam slated 
for earlier in the season. Sophomore Dana 
Pierce should again compete on the vault, 
uneven bars and balance beam this year 
while her classmate Rachael Delahoussaye 
could again see action on the balance beam. 
The Tide’s rookie four consists of Brittany 
Comeaux, Johnna Gay, Meredith Laxton and 
Erin Rightley. Comeaux could see action in 
the all-around, with the uneven bars and 
vault being her top events. Gay has im- 
pressed on the vault and floor exercise and 
could also go all-around. Laxton will be try- 
ing to break into the Tide’s balance beam 
and uneven bars lineup while Rightley will 
be looking to make an impact on the Tide's 
beam and floor lineup. Rightley is another 
gymnast, along with Miles, Brion and Filetti, 
who includes huge tumbling on the floor. 


tis a good thing that Alabama's lineup is 
far more experienced this season, be- 
cause the Tide will dive right into a chal- 
lenging schedule. Bama is hosting the Super 
Six Challenge on January 9. That meet, 
which will feature Georgia, Florida, Oregon 
State, Oklahoma and Denver, will be the 
first of Alabama's five Fun Family Fridays. 
The decision was made to move all the 
Tide’s home meets to Friday this season. 
“| was looking for a way to become a mar- 
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quee event on Friday night for families,” 
Patterson said. “I think we provide great en- 
tertainment for the whole family and we're a 
bargain in terms of ticket prices.” 

In addition to hosting the Super Six 
Challenge, Alabama will face perennial pow- 
erhouses Penn State, Florida and Georgia 
along with scrappy newcomer Arkansas in 
Coleman Coliseum in addition to seeing 


—— Sn = 


LSU, Auburn, Kentucky and Michigan on 
the road. (Alabama's longstanding home- 
and-home schedule with Georgia has come 
to an end at Georgia's request.) 

Alabama will defend its SEC title in 
Duluth, Georgia, at the Gwinnett 
Convention Center and challenge for the 
NCAA title in Los Angeles in Pauley 
Pavilion. 


Working Together to 


Serve Alabama Farmers with 
Over 80 Stores Since 1936. 


Mergon tive 
prada iy a A 73-4832 
Devote, AL 256-353-4669 


Lowrence Co. Ex 
Moulion, AL 256-974-9214 
AL 256-637-2939 
Lowderdale Co. ¢ Hive 
Florence, AL 256-764-8441 
Cipin, AL 256-247-9453 


lovderdale & 
Fleece, AL 256-766-1650 


‘olbert Former: tiv 
telighton, reread 


Tuscumidio, AL 256-383-6462 


Umestone Formers 
Cooperative 


Aibers, AL 
256-353-4083 


Fronkdin Co, ative 
Russelivile, AL 256-332-3273 
Winston Formers 

Holey AL 205-06 3794 
Morice Co. ive 
Hemilioe, AL maser 
Cullman Formers tive 
Gollan, AL 256-734-5390 
Welker Farmers tive 
Jasper, AL 205-387-1142 
Foyette Bromch OF AFC 
Foyotte, AL 205-982-5901 

Aliceville Formers 

Abcevile, AL 205- att 


Taivalises From Cope 
Northport, AL 205-339-8181 


Groene Co. Branch OF AF 
Eutow, AL STs 


Morket 
ae oO TT he SHY 
Frico th, AL251-267-3175, 


Elberta Formers 
ie 


Al 
Peanut 
251-986-803 Pil ‘a 
Jay, FL 850-675-4161 


Beate 6142 


Atmore Truckers 
Assocation West Fla. Farmers 


iors 

15}-368-2191 
Andelosia Farmers rt Ta 
Andobeiia, AL 334-222-1851 


alice 


Madison Co. rative 
Hazel Geven, rerciii 5360 


& Builders Co-op 


Deloiok Sige FL 


Wet ern 


Dekalb Fan pars Conmaetive 
Geraldine, vi Re Aid 


256438 
Coon A este 
Deal 


rete acne 61 Inextar Company, SEs 6544 


Are, AL 256 586:5515 


Bloent Co, tive 
ae reac eee 


Jeckson Farmers ative 
Scomboro, AL 256-574-1688 


Stavemson, AL 256-437-8829 poy i 559 594.704 


Poll City, AL 705-338-2871 
Coeetns Frais Coopicgive 
Contre, AL 256-927-3135 


Colhewn Formers Cooperetive 
Jocksonville, AL 256-435-3430 
Piedmont, Al 256-447-6560 
Tallodega Co. E ¥ 
Talladega, AL 256-362-2716 
Mid-Stote Farmers 
Columbiana, AL 205-49. 
anton, AL 205-755-1790 
Verbena, AL 205-755-2054 
Co, Farmers Exchoge 
Hah aL nea 
Farmers iv 
waa 256-357-4743 


Elmore Co. bee 
Wetumpka, Al 334-557-4321 
Toleecon Formers Copeatin 
Notowslga, AL 334-257-3930 


feud Farm ond Home hp Outlet 
Manigomery, AL 334-785-9118 


Quality Cooperative, Inc. 
bream, ALS34-3B2-4548 
Loverne keno Services 
Lurvane, AL 354-335-5082 
Central Georg 
Howkinsville, GA, AL 912-783-3574 
Eufaula Form 
AL 324-687-6566 
ALIM-775-349) 
GA 229-723-8516 
Pike Formers 
Troy, AL pra alil 
Grurdidga, AL 334-735-2801 
Goshen Farmers tive 
Gonhes, Al 334. er 


Headlend Peon! Warehowse Co-op 
Headlend, AL 334-693-3913 


peadirgcry crt tall 


mk t ie TI4-7488 


Formers 
\ Secstana 
{opens Coorong 
Madison, Fl 850-973. i 
Ads FL 386-362-1459 


the isn Bn? ran VF 
towne irate 


850: an 


Co, Formers 


Alabama Farmers Cooperative, Inc. 
P.O, Box 2227 Decatur, AL 35609-2227 (256) 353-6843 


For store location: www.alafarm.com 


www.BamaMag.com 


19 


Diversification New Key To Success 


by Andrew Varble II 


Tide has number of stars 
who can get points 
in competitive conference 


iversification has long been of strate- 
D: significance in business and in- 

dustry. For the Alabama men’s and 
women’s track and field teams, diversifica- 
tion is going to be the key to success in the 
coming season, and, in fact, possibly for 
years to come. 

For Coach Harvey Glance and the 
Alabama men’s track and field team, there 
are going to be some growing pains this sea- 
son. That's what happens when depending 
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Chauncey Harris, and Steven Boozer. 
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on a bunch of freshmen and sophomores to 
lead the team. And it’s especially true when 
the team is accustomed to the dizzying 
heights that Glance has taken the Tide over 
the past six seasons. 

But these are different times, a time to re- 
build as opposed to reload. Gone are the 
high-powered trio of Miguel Pate, Ron 
Bramlett and David Kimani who led the Tide 
to such prominence over the past four years. 
Pate and Bramlett are now competing pro- 
fessionally, which is where Kimani was 
headed before his untimely death of a heart 
irregularity last spring. 

So with the trio that led Alabama to an 
NCAA runner-up finish in 2002 gone, 
Glance and his assistants, Rod Tiffin and Joe 
Walker, looked at the landscape of collegiate 
track and field and pinpointed where the 
points were. 

“We sat down as a staff and looked for 
ways to get points,” Glance said. “That's the 
key to having team success. I think as 
coaches, we'll always have individual suc- 


Leaders of the Crimson Tide track and field team this year are (front, left to right) Tasha Pharr, and Beth Mallory, and (back, left to right) Peter Etoot, 
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cesses. We're all capable of getting the job 
done once we get talent in here. But as far as 
the team goes, you're judged on how many 
points you can score.” 

And points, especially in the talent rich 
Southeastern Conference, are very hard to 
come by in track and field. So Glance started 
to look at the league and the nation and 
made a conscious decision to go another 
way. 

“I feel the best route to take right now is 
in throws and distance, because the points 
are more accessible,” Glance said. “Not easy 
to come by, but more accessible. That's 
something we're focusing on. At the confer- 
ence and national levels the sprints and hur- 
dles are overflowing with talent right now. 
At the SEC Championships, those finals will 
be full of Olympic Trial qualifiers. We'd be 
crazy to put scholarships in those areas at 
the moment.” 

So Alabama will be led this season by 
sophomores Peter Etoot and Chauncey 
Harris and freshman Steven Boozer. Etoot is 
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a distance ace who was named SEC 
Freshman of the Year last season in cross 
country and indoor track and field. Harris 
brings phenomenal versatility, running ev- 
erything from the 60-meter dash to the 400 
meters, as well as being a potent leg on the 
relays. And Boozer comes in with impecca- 
ble credentials in the throws. 

Three men, three different specialties, and 
the future of the Alabama track and field 
program sits with them. 

“We have to now depend on youth to 
drive the program and that's always danger- 

us,” Glance said. “In this conference, de- 
velopment is not what you are looking for. 
Top to bottom, this conference is just phe- 
nomenal. We will have some great perfor- 
mances throughout the year, but it's a matter 
of whether these young people can adapt 
fast enough to understand the level they are 
trying to attack. | feel we have some strong 
possibilities of that happening. When your 
best athlete returning is a sophomore, that 
can be a good sign, but it’s also a sign that 
times have changed for us.” 

Glance also points to sprinters Jeff Fedler 
and Curtis McBride along with pole vaulter 
Matt Vogtner, jumper Erroll Hickenbottom, 
and hurdler Byron Gibson as athletes who 
have the ability to help move the Tide for- 
ward on conference and national levels. And 
when it comes time for the outdoor season, 
decathlete Brian Roher will be available for 
his last season, 


or Sandy Fowler, head coach of the 
Fs women, the idea of diversifica- 

tion is nothing new, Since arriving at 
Alabama for the 1997-98 season, she has 
worked diligently to bring a balanced attack 
to the Crimson Tide. She and assistant 
coaches Steve Keith and Sydney Cartwright 
have put together a team that has talent in 
all areas of competition. 

“We are going to surprise a lot of people 
this year,” Fowler said. “Everything is com- 
ing together this year in terms of talent and 
depth in all areas, not just in this event or 
that. And that depth is helping us to gel to- 
gether as a team. The goals and values of the 
team, where we're going, are very positive 
this year and that’s helped in all phases of 
the program.” 

Leading the Tide into the 2004 season will 
be thrower Beth Mallory, hurdler Tasha 
Pharr and sprinter Tahesia Harrigan. 

Mallory had a tremendous rookie season 
that continued to get better deep into the 
summer when she competed for the U.S. 
National Team at the Junior Pan American 
games, coming away with a pair of silver 
medals in the hammer and the discus. 

Pharr competed in the 100-meter hurdles 
at the 2003 NCAA Outdoor Championships, 
making it to the semi-finals in her sopho- 
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more season. Pharr also qualified for the 
NCAA Regional Championship in the triple 
jump. 

Harrigan redshirted last season after trans- 
ferring to the Crimson Tide from Minnesota. 
She will be a junior this season and will be 
looking to pick up where she left off as a 
sophomore when she finished second at the 
NCAA Championships in the 60-meter 
dash. 

“| think that Tashia coming in last year re- 
ally helped us, even though she was red- 
shirting,” Fowler said. “She's so talented that 
the other young ladies had to work that 
much harder to stay with her. She's been a 
great leader for the team already and she 
will again this season,” 

Two sophomores have also transferred to 
the Tide from Minnesota. Kou Luogon and 
Majik Reed will both compete this season 
for the Tide, Luogon is a sprinter specializ- 
ing in the 400 meters, while Reed brings her 
talent to the 100- and 200-meter dashes. 
Both will see extensive relay duty. 

With the three Minnesota transfers, com- 
bined with Alabama's existing talent, the 
sprint and hurdles program suddenly be- 
comes a force. 

“It will help our relays and it also helps 
because during the season, with our depth 
now, we can alford to give someone a week- 
end off here and there,” Fowler said, “And 
all of our sprinters have also been working 
in the jumps which helps us there as well.” 

The Tide will also get solid contributions 
from several of its veterans. Among those 
are throwers Aymara Albury, who qualified 
for the Junior Pan American Games and 
Chafree Bain, who returns to action this sea- 
son alter a knee injury sidelined her last sea- 
son. Beau Walker also returns to action after 
redshirting last year. She will look to make 
some noise in the 400 and 400 hurdles, The 
Tide will also look to sprinters Christy 
Fairley and Tissilli Rogers for quality depth. 
Rogers qualified for the NCAA Regional 
Championships last season as part of the 
4x100-meter relay. Fairley has hit her stride 
in the 400 and should make a big impact 
this year, 

The coaches are also looking forward to 
the continued growth of converted 3000- 
meter steeplechaser Blair Dayis this season. 
Davis competed in the event for the first 
time last season, breaking the school record 
and nearly qualifying for the regionals. 

Among the newcomers, distance aces Julia 
Hicks and Tara Enebak led a very young 
Tide through the cross country season. 
Freshman Rachel Wilson should also see 
duty early and often in the season. Wilson is 
a multi-event athlete who can compete in 
the sprints and hurdles. Freshman Kendall 
Clifford will be the first heptathlete to com- 
pete for at Alabama in the Fowler era. 
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Tide Looks At Skill Position Players 


by Freddie Kirby 


Backs and wide receivers 
on Alabama’s wish list 


football team short in scholarships, as is 
Atanas needs help in almost every 

rea. Bama’s problem is compounded by 
being able to add only 19 new players in this 
final recruiting year of NCAA sanctions. (Our 
information is that Alabama will sign around 
23 players on February + to be sure of having 
19 additions next August.) 

An area of particular need is wide receiver. 
Not only does Alabama have five seniors in the 
rotation, the Tide also has a need of flankers 
and split ends with the strength and speed to 
gain separation from defensive backs. That lack 
has been a notable weakness for Alabama's 
2003 offense. And, as events have showed, the 
Tide can also use defensive backs. And with the 
graduation of Shaud Williams, tailback be- 
comes an area of focus. Finally, it would not be 
a surprise to see the Tide add a quarterback to 
provide depth in case of injuries. 

A number of skill position players, primarily 
Alabama prep stars, have already announced 
for the Tide. And while the need for linemen is 
acute, Bama recruiters also must continue to 
look for the outstanding backs and wide re- 
ceivers. 

Here in alphabetical order by position are 
some of the top skill position players from out- 
side the state of Alabama who have been linked 
with the Crimson Tide: 

QUARTERBACK 

Brian Brohm is a 6-3, 200-pounder who has 
been timed at 4.65 seconds in the 40-yard dash. 
He is from Trinity High School in Louisville, 
Kentucky: After leading his team to the state 44 
championship last year, he was labeled by some 
as the nation’s number one prospect. He is the 
brother of former Louisville great Jeff Brohm, 
the Cardinals’ quarterbacks coach. His dad, 
Oscar Brohm, also played at Louisville. He fin- 
ished his junior year with 3,777 yards passing 
with 47 touchdowns and just one interception, 
He has a 3.7 grade point average with a 26 ACT 
and 1250 SAT. He has had a long national list of 
schools in which he is interested, and Bama 
may have dropped off the most recent group. 
Louisville is considered the favorite, but the 
likes of Tennessee, Notre Dame, Illinois, Ohio 
State, and Kentucky are involved. 

Joe Joe Brown, 6-3, 190, 4.6 is from Crisp 
County in Cordele, Georgia. He passed for 
2,289 yards and 19 touchdowns as a junior, 
while rushing for 625 yards and seven scores. 
His senior year has been more of a balanced of- 
fense and he has thrown for 1,200 yards and 12 
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Adam Thrash 


touchdowns. He is already qualified (3.4 GPA, 
870 SAT) and is considering North Carolina 
State, Maryland, Alabama, South Carolina, 
Clemson, Louisville, Vanderbilt, Wake Forest, 
Cincinnati, and UAB. 

Micah Brown, 6-1, 185, 4.55 is from Blake in 
Tampa, Florida. He transferred to Blake from 
Tampa Bay Tech and is originally from New 
York. He passed for 1,003 yards and 16 touch- 
downs. He also rushed for 200 yards. He 
benches 230 and squats 405. He has a 3.0 GPA 
and scored 880 on the SAT, He lists Alabama 
and Syracuse as offers followed by Clemson, 
Florida, lowa, Purdue, and South Florida. 

Michael Edmiston, 6-2, 210, 4.5 is from 
Lincoln County in Fayetteville, Tennessee. An 
all-region performer at quarterback, some pro- 
ject him as a wide receiver or defensive back in 
college. As a junior, he rushed for 985 yards, 
passed for 920 yards and accounted forl18 
touchdowns. He benches 300. He lists Middle 
Tennessee, Alabama, Tennessee, Kentucky, 
Louisville, and Arkansas, 

Pat Farrell, Jr., 6-3, 220, 4.9 is from Long 
Beach, Mississippi. He migrated South from 
Albany, New York, and became the district 
MVP on offense. He is an honorable mention 
all-state selection who passed for over 2,600 
yards and 36 touchdowns as a junior. He had a 
career game of 501 yards passing, only the sec- 
ond time in Mississippi prep history for a play- 
er to pass for 500 yards. He lists Mississippi 
State, Alabama, Ole Miss, Southern Miss, Duke, 
and Tulane. 

Dustin Grutza, 6-3, 200, 4.6 is from Mason 
County in Maysville, Kentucky. He is Kentucky 
Student Athlete of the Year with a 4.0 GPA and 
1200 SAT. He calls all of his plays at the line of 
scrimmage and he runs everything from the 
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shotgun. He became the starter as a sophomore 
and entering his senior year, he had completed 
307 of 497 passes for 4,585 yards. He also ran 
for 569 yards and has a combined 61 touch- 
downs in his career, His junior year, he passed 
for 2,700 yards and 26 touchdowns, while 
rushing for 693 yards and nine touchdowns. 
He is getting attention from Northwestern, 
Wake Forest, Louisville, Kentucky, Alabama, 
and Cincinnati. 

Will Hudgens, 6-4, 200, 4.85 is from 
Ridgeway in Memphis, Tennessee. He is a four- 
year starter who led his team to the 3A state 
championship as a junior. He operates a run- 
oriented offense, but completed 68 of 142 pass- 
es for 1,200 yards and 16 touchdowns this sea- 
son. He also rushed for 300 yards and five 
scores, He was all-region and all-state as a ju- 
nior. He benches 265, squats 450,. He lists Ole 
Miss, Memphis, Mississippi State, Arkansas 
State, and Alabama. The Tide has not offered. 

Kyle Israel, 6-4, 225, 4.7 is from University in 
Orlando, Florida. A three-year starting quarter- 
back, he began his junior year running an 
option attack but midway through the season, 
switched to a shotgun passing offense. He had 
thrown for 1,500 yards as a sophomore. As a 
junior he had 1,200 yards passing and 700 
rushing. He was selected all-metro. He has a 
3.5 GPA. He wants to major in sports medicine 
and he is considering Alabama, Auburn, 
Florida State, Boston College, Syracuse, Wake 
Forest, Kentucky, Virginia, and Central Florida. 

Adam Thrash, 6-4, 210, 4.8 is from Pulaski 
Academy in Little Rock, Arkansas. He threw 
for 3,973 yards and 48 touchdowns as a junior 
and his senior numbers are just as impressive. 
He lists Arkansas, Alabama, Michigan, Ole 
Miss, and Vanderbilt. (The Commodores have 
extended an offer.) 

Connor Wise, 6-4, 205, 4.8 is from Heritage 
Academy in Columbus, Mississippi. He was 
area offensive player of the year as a junior as 
he passed for 1,900 yards and 17 touchdowns. 
He was his team’s MVP, all-city and all-confer- 
ence. On the first play of his senior season he 
suffered a broken arm that required a surgical 
repair (seven screws). He came back in the 
sixth game and has passed for nine touch- 
downs and led his team to the state semifinals. 
He benches 235, has a 3.5 GPA, and scored 23 
on the ACT. He lists Ole Miss, Southern Miss, 
Mississippi State, UAB and Alabama, 

David Wolke, 6-3, 205, 4.7 is from Smyrna, 
Tennessee. He compiled 4,661 career yards and 
41 touchdowns in just over two years under 
center going to his senior season. He had 2,500 
yards passing as a sophomore and followed 
that with 1,565 yards and 16 touchdowns as a 
junior. He has a 3.4 GPA, He lists Vanderbilt, 
Nebraska, Michigan, Alabama, Middle Tennes- 
see, Wake Forest, Syracuse, Boise State, Ole 
Miss, and Tennessee. 

RUNNING BACK 
C. J. Barrows, 6-3, 195, 4.5, is a running back 
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William Trey Brewer 


and safety from McEachern in Powder Springs, 
Georgia. He was honorable mention all-state 
his junior year after rushing for 920 yards, 
catching 225 yards in passes and scoring a 
combined 18 touchdowns. He followed that 
his senior year with 700 yards and eight touch- 
downs on just 75 carries. He benches 290 and 
squats 450. He has a 2.7 GPA and scored 18 on 
the ACT. Alabama and Georgia are his top two 
but neither has offered. He does have offers 
from Illinois, Louisville, Ole Miss, Florida, 
Maryland, and South Carolina. 

William Trey Brewer, 5-11, 224, 4.55 is from 
Osborne in Marietta, Georgia. He could be a 
fullback or tailback. He is defending weightlift- 
ing champion in his weight class in Georgia. 
He attended camps at Georgia and Alabama 
and those are his top two choices. He also is 
hearing from Auburn, Florida, Florida State, 
Maryland, and Georgia Tech. He benches 445, 
squats 500, and power cleans 315. He has a 3.8 
GPA. 

Joseph Doss, 5-9, 175, 4.4 is from Melrose in 
Memphis, Tennessee. He rushed for 1,328 
yards and 18 touchdowns as a junior while 
leading his team deep into the playoffs. He has 
a 3.8 GPA and scored 19 on the ACT. He lists 
Arkansas over Alabama, Auburn, Mississippi, 
Mississippi State, Kentucky, LSU, and 
Memphis. 

Patrick Ealy, 5-9, 190, 4.5 is from Denver 
South in Denver, Colorado. He possesses 10.6 
speed in the 100 meters, He has a 3.0 GPA and 
projects as a qualifier, He lists Alabama, 
Colorado, Colorado State, Tennessee, Michigan 
State, Washington, UCLA, and Oregon State. 

Lavarus Giles, 6-1, 205, 4.43 is from Ray 
Brooks in Benoit, Mississippi. His first season 
of high school football was his junior year and 
he rushed for 1,300 yards and 22 touchdowns. 
He runs the 100 meters in 10.89 and was the 
Mississippi state champion. He finished second 
in the 200, He has a 3.0 GPA and lists his top 
schools as Alabama, Mississippi State. 
Oklahoma, Ole Miss, and Tennessee. 
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Peyton Hillis, 6-2, 245, 4.7 is a fullback from 
Conway, Arkansas. He can run, block, and 
catch. He rushed for 1,427 yards and 17 touch- 
downs as a junior, while catching 10 passes for 
143 yards and two scores. He has a 2.8 GPA, 
and scored 21 on the ACT. He benches 285 and 
squats 455. He plans to visit Arkansas, Tennes- 
see, Nebraska, Oklahoma, and Alabama. 

Cedric Hodges, 6-0, 180, 4.45 is from Hous- 
ton County in Warner Robins, Georgia. He 
gained 1,399 yards and 19 touchdowns as a ju- 
nior as he averaged 7.5 yards per carry. He 
benches 315 and squats 425. He has a 2.4 GPA. 
His top five are Georgia, Florida State, Ala- 
bama, Oklahoma, and Ole Miss. 

David Holbert, 6-1, 225, 4.6 is a fullback 
from Brentwood (Tennessee) Academy. 
Numerous scouts say he is the top fullback 
prospect in the country, He rushed for over 800 
yards as a junior while leading his team to the 
state championship game. He benches 320 and 
squats +50. He is a full qualifier who is looking 
at Tennessee, Georgia, LSU, Auburn, Alabama, 
Colorado, Wisconsin, Iowa, and Louisville. 

Kelvin Moore, 6-1, 185, 4,5 is from Hardaway 
in Columbus, Georgia. His junior year he had 
174 carries for 1,359 yards and 13 touch- 
downs. He also started at linebacker and had 
81 tackles and an interception, In his first four 
games as a senior, he had 637 yards rushing 
and nine touchdowns. He lists Alabama, 
Georgia, Georgia Southern, Southern Miss, and 
Tennessee. Tennessee-Chattanooga has offered. 

Trent Stewart, 6-1, 195, 4.38 is from 
Middleburg, Florida. He also plays in the sec- 
ondary. He had 159 carries for 1,608 yards and 
21 touchdowns as a senior. He averaged an im- 
pressive 10.1 yards per carry, He benches 335 
and squats 480. He has offers from Georgia, 
Ole Miss, Tennessee, and North Carolina State. 
He is also talking with Florida and Alabama. 

Dennis Void, 6-0, 212, 4.39 is from Bridgton 
(Maine) Prep Academy. Selected as the 2001 


11 Commit To Tide 


It takes 11 men to play football, and that’s 
what Alabama has committed for the up- 
coming February 4 signing date. The Tide is 
expected to sign as many as 23 to have 19 
newcomers on board. 

Those who have committed to sign with 
Alabama are: 

Defensive tackle Justin Britt, 6-5, 255, of 
Cullman; tight end Trent Davidson, 6-5, 
242, of T.R. Miller in Brewton; cornerback 
Aaron Johns, 5-10, 185, of Thomasville; 
wide receiver/linebacker Ezekiel Knight of 
Randolph County in Wedowee; wide receiv- 
er Aaron McDaniel, 6-1, 170, of Fort 
Payne; wide receiver Will Oakley, 6-1, 190, 
of Nease in St. Augustine, Florida; corner- 
back Travis Robinson, 5-10, 180, 0 
Tuscaloosa Hillcrest; wide receiver Titus 
Ryan, 6-2, 200, of Tuscaloosa and East 
Mississippi Community College; offensive 
tackle B.J. Stabler, 6-5, 291, of Clarke 
County in Grove Hill; wide receiver Nikita 
Stover, 6-2, 187, of Hartselle; and tight end 
Nick Walker, 6-5, 
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Lavarus Giles 


Mr. New York Football MVP, he had everything 
but a qualifying GPA, which he narrowly 
missed. He chose to attend a prep school in 
order to gain his eligibility, He is originally from 
Mount Saint Michael Academy in the Bronx, 
New York. He ran for 1,101 yards and 16 
touchdowns as a junior and [followed that his 
senior year with 1,389 yards and 21 touch- 
downs. His only season of prep school football, 
he posted 723 yards and 12 touchdowns in just 
four games. His prep school coach, Rick 
Marcella, describes him as a combination of 
Ricky Williams and Clinton Portis. His cousin, 
Jerod Void, is the starting tailback at Purdue. 
He also ran track and he was timed at 10.59 in 
the 100 meters and 21.52 in the 200 meters. He 
benches 330, squats 450, power cleans 280, 
and deadlifts 490. He has a 2.9 GPA, and has 
scored 890 on the SAT. He plans to enter 
school in the spring semester at either Alabama 
(big leader), Arkansas, lowa, Missouri, 
Vanderbilt, or Wyoming. 

Darius Walker, 5-11, 205, 4.4 is from Buford, 
Georgia. Many rank him the number one tail- 
back in the South and the top prospect in the 
Peach State. He led his school to back to back 
state championships. He rushed for 1,986 yards 
and 28 touchdowns as a junior in 14 games. In 
nine games as a senior he had 1,400 yards and 
28 touchdowns. He has over 3,300 yards and 
56 touchdowns for his career. He has a 4.0 
GPA. He benches 300 and squats 425. His fa- 
ther, Jimmy Walker, played for Lou Holtz and 
he has a brother at Jacksonville State. He lists 
Ohio State, Stanford, Notre Dame, Miami, 
Alabama, Georgia, Florida State, Michigan, 
Nebraska, Florida, South Carolina, and Georgia 
Tech. 

WIDE RECEIVER 

Greg Carr, 6-5, 200, 4.55 is from North 
Marion in Citra, Florida. He wants to attempt 
playing both football and basketball his first 
year in college. He caught 35 passes for 700 
yards and 9 touchdowns as a junior. He began 
his senior year with a bang by catching 14 pass- 
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es for 350 yards and four touchdowns in just 
the first three games. He was selected 3A all- 
state. He benches 250 and squats 350. He lists 
his top four as Georgia, Alabama, Florida State, 
and Miami. 

Thomas Patrick Gordon, 6-6, 205, 4.62 is 
from Vanderbilt Catholic in Houma, Louisiana. 
He was all-district and all-region in both foot- 
ball and basketball, He was selected the most 
outstanding wide receiver/tight end at the 
Manning Passing camp. He caught 30 passes as 
a junior for over 500 yards and four touch- 
downs (long 65 yards), He also runs the hur- 
dles in track and performs in the high jump. 
He benches 250, squats 350, and power cleans 
225. He has a 2.8 GPA and 16 ACT. He has at- 
tended camps at Alabama and LSU and those 
two lead, followed by Oklahoma State and 
Louisiana Tech. 

D. J. Hall, 6-3, 185, 4.37 is from Choctaw- 
hatchee in Fort Walton Beach, Florida. His 
sophomore year, he caught 40 passes for 600 
yards and seven touchdowns. He followed 
his junior year with 42 receptions for 974 
yards and 13 touchdowns, plus had eight 
rushing attempts for 162 yards and two 
scores. In limited time at safety, he totaled 
25 tackles and four picks. His senior year, he 
hasn’t had many chances, but he has made 
the most of each opportunity. He has 17 
catches for 400 yards and eight touchdowns 
in a nine-game regular season, He was All- 
Northwest Florida and third team all-state. 
He has a 2.7 GPA, and scored 16 on the 
ACT. His top five choices are Florida, Ala- 
bama, Florida State, Tennessee, and LSU. 

Aaron Kelly, 6-4, 180, 4.5 is [rom Walton 
in Marietta, Georgia. He had 38 receptions 
for 736 yards and 11 touchdowns late in his 
senior year. He doubles as a return specialist 
and he produced +74 total yards with two 
punts going back for touchdowns. He is al- 
ready qualified with a 2.9 GPA and 950 SAT. 
Clemson, North Carolina State, and Wake 
Forest have quickly made offers to the 
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standout, but if Alabama offers him, it may 
be over. 

Will Oakley, 6-1, 190, 4.45 is from Nease in 
St. Augustine, Florida. This outstanding athlete 
has committed to sign with Alabama. He was a 
top 40 selection for Northeast Florida and all- 
county as a junior as he excelled at cornerback, 
turning in 75 tackles and four interceptions. He 
attended the Bishop Dullaghan Skills camp and 
was selected the top defensive back. His senior 
year he made the switch to wide receiver and is 
leading the state in receiving with 67 receptions 
for 1,283 yards and 14 touchdowns. He is also 
an outstanding track performer (110 hurdles). 
He is the son of former Alabama baseball player 
Bill Oakley, He benches 260, squats 375, and 
power cleans 230. He posts a 3.9 GPA, while 
scoring 1100 on the SAT and 25 on the ACT. 
He committed to Alabama over Auburn, 
Georgia, Tech, Tennessee, Arkansas, Clemson, 
Florida, and Vanderbilt. 

Erik Walden, 6-3, 180, 4.5 is an athletic quar- 
terback from Thomas County Central in 
Thomasville, Georgia, who projects at a num- 
ber of positions in college. He played his junior 
year in South Carolina and in the transfer lost 
one credit which may affect his eligibility. He 
rushed for 1,511 yards and 16 touchdowns as a 
junior, while passing for 1,564 yards and 12 
touchdowns. He was all-state. His senior year 
hasn't been as productive due to a hamstring 
injury. He has 772 yards rushing and 12 scores 
and has passed for four touchdowns. He 
benches 250 and squats 315. He has a 2,5 GPA. 
He lists his top three as Florida, Alabama, and 
Georgia. He is also considering Kentucky, 
Mississippi State, Florida State, South Carolina, 
and Clemson. 

SECONDARY 

Justin Berryman, 6-1, 190, 4.6 is a safety from 
Chattahoochee in Alpharetta, Georgia. In just 
eight games as a junior, he registered 84 tackles 
and one interception and was all-county. He 
benches 275 and squats 450. He has a 3.7 GPA, 
and an 1150 SAT. His top choices include 
Vanderbilt, Notre Dame, Alabama, North 
Carolina, Boston College, and Florida. 

Kyle Jackson, 6-1, 176, 4.6 is a free safety 
from Fletcher in Neptune Beach, Florida. He is 
ranked the number 16 overall prospect in 
Florida and the number three free safety in the 
nation, He had 60 tackles and four intercep- 
tions (one touchdown) in seven games as a se- 
nior. He had nine picks his junior year. He has 
qualified. His top three are Florida, Florida 
State, and Alabama. Georgia Tech and Tennes- 
see round out his top five. 

Tracey Russell, 6-1, 190, 4.4 is a free safety 
from Airline in Bossier City, Louisiana. He fin- 
ished his junior year with 92 tackles and seven 
interceptions. He was chosen All-Bossier 
Parish, all-city, and all-district. He lists his 
schools as LSU, Ole Miss, Auburn, Alabama, 
Colorado, and West Virginia. The Rebels and 
Mountaineers have made offers. 

Craig Steltz, 6-2, 202, 4.5 is a strong safety 
from Rummel in Metairie, Louisiana. As a ju- 
nior he had 120 tackles and nine interceptions. 
His brother, Kevin Steltz, is a walkon fullback 
at LSU. He benches 350, squats 420, and power 
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cleans 300. He has a 3.5 GPA. He lists LSU (fa- 
vorite), Alabama, UCLA, Colorado, Florida 
State, and Michigan. 

Jerome Touchstone, 5-9, 160, 4.38 is a cor- 
nerback from Riverdale, Georgia. He also is a 
standout in track (100 meters) and has a wack 
scholarship offer from Clemson, His football 
interests include Alabama, LSU, Florida, 
Clemson, Arkansas, Georgia, and Georgia Tech. 

Sergio Villasenor, 6-1, 205, 4.5 is a safety 
from St. Paul in Santa Fe Springs, California. 
He is also an excellent kick return man who ay- 
eraged 16 yards on punt returns as a sopho- 
more and 30 yards per kickoff return as a ju- 
nior. He was all-league from his sophomore 
season on. As a sophomore he had 42 tackles 
and two interceptions and as a junior 36 tack- 
les, six pass break-ups, and three interceptions. 
He has a 3.2 GPA and scored 930 on the SAT. 
He lists his favorite as Washington followed by 
Alabama, Arizona, Arizona State, Colorado 
State, Boston College, and LSU. 

Ellix Wilson, 6-0, 205, 4.5 is a strong safety 
from Melrose in Memphis, Tennessee. He is a 
four-year starter who is the brother of former 
Tennessee and present San Francisco 49er 
Cedrick Wilson, He is excellent in pass cover- 
age and had 12 interceptions (six as freshman, 
three as sophomore, three as junior) prior to his 
senior season. He has the possibility of growing 
into a linebacker in college, but his 10.6 hun- 
dred meter speed points to the secondary. He 
has camped at Arkansas and they are one of his 
choices along with Tennessee, Alabama, 
Michigan, Michigan State, and Ole Miss. 

PLACEKICKER 

Allen Smith, 5-8, 160, 4.8 is a placekicker 
from Summerville, South Carolina. He was 
Class 4A all-state. He has a long kick of 51 
yards and he made 10 of his 14 field goal at- 
tempts his senior year. He kicked 47 of 48 
extra points and a bad snap caused the only 
miss. He hasn't received any offers but Ala- 
bama, South Carolina, Ohio State, Virginia 
Tech, and Louisville are calling. 
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Tide Gathers Gems In Early Period 


by Drew Champlin 


Men’s and women’s teams 
add four in basketball 


s expected, the Alabama men’s bas- 

ketball team of Coach Mark Gottfried 

added four new players in the early 
one-week signing period in November, and 
the Crimson Tide class was immediately rec- 
ognized as one of the nation’s best. In con- 
trast to last year’s additions of inside players, 
the latest additions are perimeter players. 

The additions are Jean Felix, Glenn Miles, 
Ronald Steele, and Albert Weber. 

Dave Telep is the nation’s top evaluator of 
basketball recruiting. The expert for 
ThelInsiders.com ranked Alabama's signing 
class as 14th best in the nation. Ironically, 
he ranked Texas number one and Indiana 
number two. Top signees for those teams 
both came from high schools in Alabama, 
Mike Williams going to Texas from Camden 
Wilcox-Central and D.J. While going to 
Indiana from Tuscaloosa Hillcrest. 

Telep, who does not rank junior college 
transfers and so did not include Jean Felix 
in his evaluation, has the following ratings 
of the Tide's signees: 

Ronnie Steele 43rd overall, 8th guard; 
Albert Weber 51st overall, 13th guard; and 
Glenn Miles 88th overall, 17th guard. 

“We are very excited about this group of 
young men,” said Gottfried. “Not only are 
they very good players but they are great 
young guys with strong character. I expect 
all of these student-athletes to come in here 
and compete for immediate playing time as 
young players.” 

The surprise of the group could be the rel- 
atively unknown Felix, a junior college 
transfer from Bevill State Community 
College in Jasper by way of Paris, France. 
Felix, a 6-7 small forward, possesses great 
athleticism. Felix played his high school ball 
at Central Park Christian, in Birmingham, 
just like former Tide star Rod Grizzard and 
current Bama player Lucky Williams. Last 
year at Bevill State he averaged 18.6 points 
and 8,2 rebounds per game and earned ju- 
nior college honorable mention All- 
America. He was born in the Congo Repub- 
lic of Africa. 

Gottfried said, “Jean is a great young man. 
He is very athletic and has tremendous 
skills. He can score, defend and rebound as 
well as anyone in the junior college ranks, 
He is also one of the finest people you will 
ever meet. He plays hard and can make an 
immediate impact here at Alabama.” 
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Steele is a 6-2 point guard from John 
Carroll High School in Birmingham. Steele 
led his team to the 6A state championship 
during his junior season, a season where he 
was named the state of Alabama's Mr. 
Basketball. He was the first junior to receive 
that honor, He averaged 19 points, 7.6 as- 
sists, and 4.1 steals per game. 

Last year John Carroll went undefeated at 
36-0. The Cavaliers have a record of 86-7 
over the last three seasons, 

“Ron is an exceptional player who can re- 
ally see the floor,” said Goutried. “He passes 
the ball as well as anyone in the country. He 
has great leadership qualities and we are ex- 
tremely excited about his future. He is a 
winner.” 

Weber committed to the Tide back in the 
summer, but scared some people when he 
decided to re-open his recruitment and visit 
Arkansas and Connecticut. However, the 6-3 
guard reaffirmed his pledge and signed with 
the Tide, Weber can give the Tide quality 
minutes at both guard positions. He aver- 
aged 21 points, five assists, and four re- 
bounds for Mount Zion Academy and is 
originally from New Orleans where he 
played at Higgins High School. 

“Al has the potential to be a great player,” 
Gottfried said. “He has offensive instincts 
and can play both guard positions. He loves 
to play and I like his approach to the game. 
He is a student of the game and has the abil- 
ity to score in so many different ways,” said 
Gottfried. 

Miles, 6-+ from Birmingham West End, 
also projects as a combo guard. Last year he 
averaged 16 points and 10 rebounds per 
game in leading his team to the finals of the 
state 5A tournament. 

“Glenn is a fierce competitor who can play 
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both guard positions,” said Gottfried. “He 
has great instincts and size for a guard. He 
loves to win and has taken West End to the 
state championship’s game twice. He just 
finds ways to win.” 

All four prospects committed before their 
senior seasons started, and it’s likely that the 
Tide could add a fifth signee. Two big men 
are emerging as possibilities-Walter Sharpe, 
a 6-8 forward from Parker High School in 
Birmingham, and Aaron Pettway, a 6-9 ju- 
nior college forward originally from Mobile. 
If either were to sign, they would likely sign 
in the spring signing period. 


en’s basketball gathers most of the 
Metston in the early signing peri- 

od, but it was not the only Alabama 
sport to make significant additions. And be- 
cause The University cannot announce a 
signee until all paperwork has been re- 
ceived, there will be additional announce- 
ments of signees in several sports later. 
Football is among the sports that does not 
participate in the early signing period. 

Here is a look at those other than men’s 
basketball who have been announced in the 
early signing period: 

WOMEN'S BASKETBALL 

Coach Rick Moody signed four new play- 
ers in Crystal Bellinger, Chanel Johnson, 
Lateefah Joye, and Mamie Rutherford. 

“There is no question in my mind that this 
group is a Top 20 recruiting class,” said 
Moody, in his 15th season at Alabama. “I be- 
lieve all four players will make a significant 
impact on this program in the very near fu- 
ture. They all understand the lofty goals of 
this program and want to be a part of mak- 
ing them happen. They share the same 
dreams and have the ability to accomplish 
them.” 

Bellinger is a 5-10 point guard from New 
York City. She is a prep teammate of fellow 
signee Joye at the Patterson School in 
Patterson, North Carolina. Rated as one of 
the nation’s top guards and overall players, 
she earned All-America prep honors last sea- 
son, 

“Crystal has the complete game,” Moody 
said. “She is a great ball-handler and passer. 
She is a true point guard who makes every- 
body around her better. She is a legend on 
the play grounds of New York with people 
calling her the ‘Jason Kidd’ of women's bas- 
ketball.” 

Johnson, 6-3, is from Edison High School 
in Tulsa, Oklahoma. She is the number three 
ranked player in Oklahoma and the number 
one post player. 

“Chanel has the skills and ability to be a 
very special player for us,” said Moody. “She 
is tall and has a wide arm span that makes 
her even bigger. She is an extremely skilled 
player who has a strong understanding of 
the game. She comes from a basketball fami- 
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ly and played in an outstanding AAU pro- 
gram.” 

Joye, a 5-11 native of New York City, is a 
standout guard at the Patterson School in 
North Carolina. She is rated one of the top 
guards and overall players in the country by 
most recruiting services. She garnered prep 
All-America honors as a junior, and is a 
member of the New York Exodus AAU pro- 
gram. 

“Lateefah is certainly one of the best 30 
players in the country,” Moody said. “She 
learned the game of basketball playing on the 
streets of New York. She is a slashing, spin- 
ning, scoring guard. In addition to being an 
offensive threat, her long arms and quickness 
make her an outstanding defender. She is 
playing at Patterson, which is one of the top 
prep programs in America.” 

Rutherford, a 6-1 guard from Hatton High 
School, is a two-time first team 2A all-state 
honoree. She was recently named the top se- 
nior player in the state and she earned the 
state tournament MVP honor after leading 
her team to the 2002 championship. She was 
the 2A state player of the year. 

Heading into her senior season, Rutherford 
has scored 1,953 points, grabbed 802 re- 
bounds, dished out 670 assists and recorded 
428 steals. A stellar student owning a 4.05 
GPA, she currently ranks second in her grad- 
uating class. Her mother, Cophia, is her prep 
coach and her father, Dexter, played football 


Patrick Bryant 


for the Crimson Tide. 

“We feel like she is definitely one of the 
best players in this state,” said Moody. “I be- 
lieve that her best basketball is still in front of 
her and she has already been very good. 
Mamie is not only a solid player on the court, 
but also a tremendous student with a great 
work ethic. She comes from a strong family 


and a high school program with a winning 
tradition.” 
BASEBALL 

Did Baseball Coach Jim Wells out-recruit 
Alabama Football Coach Mike Shula? While 
that can’t be known for sure, it is known that 
one Bama baseball signee was also listed as a 
Crimson Tide football prospect. However, it 
is more important to Alabama baseball that 
Wells out-recruited a number of top schools 
for the signature of Patrick Bryant, a 6-4, 220 
pound pitcher from Catholic High School in 
Gulf Breeze, Florida. Bryant is also a highly- 
regarded quarterback. As a pitcher he had a 
9-1 record last spring. He had 120 strikeouts, 
15 walks, and a 1.15 ERA. His fastball has 
been clocked at 93 miles per hour. 

Nic Tisone is also a talented player out of 
Florida. The right-hand pitcher/third base- 
man stands 6-1, weighs 175 and is from 
Covington, Louisiana, but is playing at 
Tallahassee Community College. He was 
drafted by the Houston Astros out of high 
school, but chose to go the college route in- 
stead. 

The Tide signed more talent on the mound 
with Josh Copeland, a 6-3, 200-pound right 
hander from Palmetto, Georgia. Copeland is 
projected as a great two-way player, as he also 
plays third base. Casey Kebodeaux, a 6-2 righty 
from Mandeville, Louisiana, also signed with 
the Tide. Bama also inked David Robertson, a 
5-10, 170-pound right-hand pitcher/third base- 
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man from Paul Bryant High School in 
Tuscaloosa. Robertson is a switch-hitter who 
played at Tuscaloosa Central before Bryant 
High opened this year. His older brother, 
Connor, is a star at Birmingham-Southern. 

Five infielders inked with the Tide. They 
are: 

Wes Henderson, a 6-1, 195-pound first 
baseman [rom Oxford High School in 
Anniston; Adam Tennyson, a middle infielder 
from Shelton State Community College will 
come on in 2005. His brother, Aaron, is an in- 
fielder with the Tide right now. Ben Soignier, a 
6-0, 180-pound middle infielder from West 
Monroe, Louisiana, hit .418 as a junior. He 
also plays quarterback for his high school 
football team. Cale Iorg, a shortstop from 
Knoxville, Tennessee. is the son of former 
major leaguer Garth lorg, and the nephew of 
former major leaguer Dane lorg. His brother, 
Eli, plays at Tennessee. Kyle Moore, a short- 
stop from Edgewood Academy in Elmore, also 
will be playing for the Tide. 

The Tide signed one catcher, Chris 
Kirkland. He stands 6-2, and is also a prod- 
uct of Knoxville, Tennessee. 

SOFTBALL 

Coach Patrick Murphy could have gotten 
some recruiting information (and help) from 
a couple of his current players for one top 
prospect. The first signee for the softball team 
is a familiar face for two current Tide players. 
Chrissy Owens, a 6-1 pitcher from Miami, 


Florida, played on the same summer ball 
team as Tide infielder Dominique Accetturo 
and Bama outfielder Jackie Wilkins. Owens 
will become the tallest player in Alabama his- 
tory. Last season, Owens posted an impres- 
sive 0.16 earned run average and she current- 
ly holds the Dade County record for most no- 
hitters and strikeouts. The three-time MVP at 
G. Holmes Braddock High School was the 
2003 runner-up for the Miami Female Athlete 
of the Year award while being named all-state 
in 2001 and 2002. 

“Coming from an extremely athletic fami- 
ly, Chrissy has great potential to be a star 
here at Alabama,” said Murphy. “She has a 
great pitchers build with her tall frame and 
strong arm.” Owens’ brother Henry pitches 
in the Pittsburgh Pirates organization, while 
her sister Jennifer is a star in volleyball and 
softball at Florida International University. 

Tide softball got one in-state signee in the 
form of Lauren Roark, a pitcher/infielder 
from Demopolis. Roark led her team to a 
state championship last season and has led 
her team in many offensive categories for 
the past three seasons. As a pitcher, Roark 
recorded 257 strikeouts in 200 innings, 
posting a 0.85 earned run average. 

GYMNASTICS 
The gymnastics team was scheduled to 
cap off a successful recruiting season, sign- 
ing three future Lady Tiders. Terin 
Humphrey of Blue Spring, Missouri, was a 


member of the 2003 United States team that 
won a gold medal at the World Champion- 
ships. She is expected to be selected for the 
2004 Olympics team, 

Kaitlin White of Allen, Texas, is another 
Olympic hopeful who has competed for the 
United States in the Goodwill Games and in 
other international competitions. She has 
dealt with injuries of late. but says she is 
fully healed. She has also had to deal with a 
growth spurt. White grew eight inches in the 
past 18 months and now stands at 5-foot-4. 

The final signee was Mindy Weber of 
Mooresville, North Carolina, She has per- 
formed for Coach Elene Bodrikoze at The 
Gym Company for the past six years. 

MEN'S GOLF 

The men’s golf team signed Gator Todd, a 
senior at Coffee High School in Florence. 
Todd finished third in the 5A state tourna- 
ment, and brings impressive bloodlines as 
his father, Richard, played quarterback for 
Alabama and the New York Jets. 

“Gator is one of the best I've ever 
coached,” said Coffee Coach Ronnie Lewey, 
who has been a golf coach for 12 years. “He 
has a great work ethic, and he stays focused 
on his goals.” 

Todd finished third in the state 5A Tourna- 
ment, and last summer won the Rome 


Junior Classic, sponsored by the American 
Junior Golf Association. He was third team 


high school All-America. 


Te ee aan a) a. a 
the season ticket to 


rt. 


your favorite college team 


Every magazine listed provides player features, opponent previews, exclusive recruiting updates plus loads of inside 
information from columnists and reporters with complete access to America’s top athletic programs 


Orslar your subseription ‘tocay!s 


ALABAMA - ‘Bama, Inside the Crimson Tide 10 magazines 

ARIZONA - Cat Tracks 32 issues, 2 yearbooks 
ARKANSAS - Hawgs Illustrated 19 magazines, 2 yearbooks 
AUBURN - Inside the Auburn Tigers 10 magazines, 12 newsletters 
BOSTON COLLEGE - Eagle Action 12-13 issues 
COLORADO - Buffalo Sports News 20 issues, 2 yearbooks 
CONNECTICUT - Husky Blue & White 12 issues, 1 yearbook 
DUKE - Blue Devil Weekly 25 issues, 1 yearbook 
EAST CAROLINA - Pirates’ Chest 20 issues 
FLORIDA - Gator Bait 32 issues, 2 yearbooks 
FLORIDA STATE - Osceola 34 issues 

GEORGIA - Georgia Bulldog Magazine 

INDIANA - Inside Indiana 

IOWA - Voice of the Hawkeyes 

IOWA STATE - Cyclone Illustrated 

KENTUCKY - The Cats’ Pause 

LSU - Tiger Rag 

LOUISVILLE - SportsReport 

MARSHALL - Herd Insider 

MARYLAND - Terrapin Times 

MIAMI - CaneSport 


800-713-2261 
800-765-8632 
800-757-6277 
800-234-1716 
800-883-7024 
800-467-6532 
888-735-3530 
800-642-1183 
800-642-1183 
800-782-3216 
800-725-4321 
866-9-GOD0GS 
800-282-4648 
888-474-8669 
800-497-9562 
800-641-3302 
888-328-4437 
888-800-8635 
877-800-4373 
800-594-9320 
800-635-2263 
800-421-7751 


MICHIGAN STATE - Spartan Magazine 
MISSISSIPPI - Ole Miss Spirit 
NEBRASKA - Huskers Illustrated 
NORTH CAROLINA - Carolina Blue 
NORTH CAROLINA STATE - Wolfpacker 
NOTRE DAME - Blue & Gold Illustrated 
OHIO STATE - Buckeye Sports Bulletin 
OKLAHOMA - Sooners Illustrated 
OKLAHOMA STATE - 0-State Sports Report 
PENN STATE - Blue White Illustrated 
PURDUE - Gold & Black Illustrated 
SOUTH CAROLINA - Spurs & Feathers 
TENNESSEE - Rocky Top News 
TENNESSEE - Volunteers Magazine 
TEXAS - Horns Illustrated 

TEXAS A&M - Ags Illustrated 

TEXAS TECH - Red Raider Sports 
VIRGINIA - Cavalier Corner 

VIRGINIA TECH - Hokie Huddler 
WEST VIRGINIA - Blue & Gold News 
WISCONSIN - Inside Wisconsin 


800-732-6532 
800-748-8528 
800-524-9527 
888-827-4335 
800-421-7751 
800-843-4747 
800-760-2862 
800-467-6532 
800-467-6532 
800-282-1629 
800-876-4678 
803-256-1789 
800-828-8657 
865-974-1266 
877-34-TEXAS 
800-467-6532 
800-467-6532 
800-421-7751 
540-231-4134 
304-291-2242 
800-524-9068 


12 issues, 1 yearbook 

12 issues, 2 guides 

9 magazines, 4 newsletters 
17 issues, 2 yearbooks 

15 issues, 2 yearbooks 

12 issues 

33 issues 

32 issues 


26 issues, 1 yearbook 25 issues 


Call Your Favorite Magazine Direct!!! 
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BamaMag.com 
LAUNCH FOR 2003 SEASON 


When things happen at Alabama, be the first to know! 


Exclusive daily team 
updates from BamaMag.com 


Alabama NFL and NBA player updates 
Daily Roster Updates 


Talk with Bama Fans on Exclusive 
Message boards 


Unlimited Access to all Thelnsiders.com 
College recruiting sites 


Total Access to Scout™ Player Database, 
including recruiting updates for Alabama 
football and basketball prospects, updates 
on current Alabamaplayers and alums 

in the pros 


Total Access to all college team sites in 
Thelnsiders.com network 


Total Access to all 


NEW TOTAL NFL sites 
ACCESS PASS 
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Men’s Basketball 


Date/ Opponent CST/TV/ 


UA es 
75 Global Sports (Exh.) 9 
Coaches Vs. Cancer 


2003-04 Alabama Winter Sports Schedules 


Women’s Basketball 


Date Opponent CST 
98 Berry College (Exh.) 66 

Nov, 18 Premier Players (Exh.) 7:00 
Noy. 24 @ Michigan 7:00 


Gymnastics 
Date Opponent CST 
Jan.9 Super Six Challenge 7:00 
(Alabama, Georgia, Florida, Oklahoma, 
Denver, Oregon State) 


Mar. 27 @ Long Island, N_Y. 


30 


Mar. 22 @ College Station, Texas 


www.BamaMag.com 


@ Madison Square Garden, New York Rocky Mountain Invite @ Ft Collins, Colo. Jan. 16 Penn State 7:30 
62 Pittsburgh n Noy. 28 Boston College 6:0p0 Jan.23. @LSU 7:00 
en . Nov, 29 Colorado State or Jan. 30 Florida 7:30 
Noy. 2)" Louisiana Jen. 7:06 Long Beach State 6:00 or 8:30 Feb.6 @ Auburn 7:00 
Noy, 25 Southeastern Louisiana 7:00/CSS Feb.13 @ Kentucky 6:30 
Nov. 29 @ Providence 6:00 , : ia : 
f Dec.2 Jacksonville State 7:00 Feb. 20 Georgia 7:30 
Dec. 3 NC-Charlotte —_8:00/F oxsouth Dec.5 Texas-San Antoinio 7:00 Feb.27 Arkansas 7:30 
Dec. 6 - Austin Peay : #:00/CSS Dec. 7 Virginia Tech 2:00 March 12 @ Michigan 7:00 
Dec. 13, Athletes In Action (Exh.) 6:00 Dec. 15 Tennessee Tech 7:00 March 20 SEC Championships 6:00 
Dec. 16 i ean pan pat 7:00 Central Florida Classic @ Orlando, Fla. @ Gwinnett, Georgia 
Dec. 20 on Veges chow ae OXUESEND Dec. 18 Central Florida +00 April3. NCAA Regionals @ TBA 
os se sh im Dec. 19 Bethune-Cookman 4:00 April 15- © NCAA Championships 
Ress Sf - Mercer 6:00/CSS Dec. 21 @ Florida International 1:00 See 
Dec. 30 Wisconsin 8:00/FoxSouth Dec. 29 @Santa Clara 4-00 
Jan. 3 @ Xavier 2:30/ESPN Jan 3 Houston 2:00 
Jan. 10 @ LSU 2:00/}-P Jan.8 @ Middle Tennessee 6:00 
Jan. 14 Arkansas " 7:00 Jan. 11 South Carolina 7:00 
Jan. 17 Auburn 7:00/FoxSouth Jan. 15 Mississippi 7:00 
Jan, 21 @ Georgia . > 6:00 Jan. 18 @ Tennessee 2:00 
Jan, 24 @ Mississippi 5:00/FoxSouth Jan. 22. @ Auburn 7:00 
Jan. 27 Florida 7:30/ESPN2 Jan. 25 Mississippi State 2:00 > 
Jan. 31 LSU _ T00/FoxSouth — Jan 29 @ Florida 600  Men’s Indoor Track 
Feb. 4 @ South Carolina 6:30 Feb.1 @ Georgia 1-00 
Feb. 10 @ Kentucky 6:00/ESPN ks ta nes Date Event - 
Feb. 14. Tennessee 2:00/)-P Feb. 3 - Vanderbilt 30 Jan. 16-17 Kentucky Invitational 
Feb. 18 Vanderbilt 700". pe > @ South Cablina Pa re scene or 
Feb. 21 @ Mississippi State  3:00/CBS Feb 15 Arkansas 200 Jan. 23-24 — Niswonger Invitational 
Feb. 24 @ Auburn B:OO/ESPN- Feb, 99 @ Kentuck 1:00 @ Johnson City, Tenn. 
Feb, 28 Mississippi 3:00/J-P Feb, ea: cAnbarn y a Feb. 6-7 Meyo Invitational 
March 3 @ Arkansas 7:00/J-P Feb. 29. @ Mississippi Stare 2:00 @ South Bend, Ind. 
March 6 Mississippi State TBA irate. SEC Toichotiodi TBA Feb. 13-14 Tyson Invitational 
March 11-SEC Tournament TBAJ-PR.CBS “March 7 @ Nashville @ Fayetteville, Ark. 
March 14 @ Atlanta Feb. 28-29 SEC Championships 
@ Lexington, Ky. 
5) . D . F: F March 5-6 —_ Last Chance 
Men’s Swimming Women’s Swimming @ South Bend, Ind. 
Date/ Opponent CST/ Date/ Opponent cst; Mar. 12-13 NCAA Championships 
UA Opp. UA Opp. @ Fayetteville, Ark. 
138 @LSU 99 137 @LSU 104 
Delta State Invitational Delta State Invitational 
122 Delta State 18 117 Delta State 23 
101 Drury 39 84 Drury 54+ 
94 Louisiana-Monroe 46 106 Louisiana-Monroe 34 Women’s Indoor 
Nov. 2] @ Auburn 5:00 Nov. 21 @ Auburn 5:00 
Dec. 5-7 Georgia Invitational All Day Dec. 5-7 Georgia Invitational All Day Track 
Dec. 15- Training Camp All Day Dec. 15- Training Camp All Day Date Event 4 
Dec. 21 @ Colorado Springs, Colo. Dec. 21 @ Colorado Springs, Colo. Jan. 16-17 Kentucky Invitational 
Jan. 9 Georgia 4:00 Jan.9 Georgia 4:00 @ Lexington, Ky. | 
Jan. 10 Georgia Tech 1:00 Jan. 10 Georgia Tech 1:00 Jan, 23-24 Niswonger Invitational 
Jan. 23 @ Florida State 2:00 Jan. 23 @ Florida State 2:00 @ Johnson City, Tenn, 
Jan. 24 @ Florida Noon Jan. 24 @ Florida Noon Jan. 24 @ Clemson — 
Jan. 30 @ South Carolina 3:00 Jan, 30 @ South Carolina 3:00 Feb. 7 Sevigne Husker Invitational 
Jan. 31 Clemson, North Carolina St, Jan. 31 Clemson, North Carolina St. @ Lincoln, Neb. 
@ Raleigh 11:00 @ Raleigh 11:00 Feb. 13-14 Iowa State Invitational 
Feb, 11-15 US Nationals All Day Feb. 11-15 US Nationals All Day @ Ames, lowa 
@ Orlando, Fla. @ Orlando, Fla, Feb. 20 Purple Tiger Invitational 
Feb, 25-28 SEC Championships All Day Feb. 25-28 SEC Championships All Day @ Baton Rouge, La. 
@ Athens, Ga. @ Athens, Ga. Feb. 28-29 SEC Championships 
Mar.5 Last Chance@ Auburn TBA Feb, 29 Last Chance @ Athens All Day @ Lexington, Ky. 
Mar. 12-14 NCAA Zone Diving AllDay — Mar. 12-14 NCAA Zone Diving _ All Day March 6 — Last Chance 
@ Athens, Ga. @ Athens, Ga. @ Ames, lowa ; 
Mar. 25- NCAA Championships All Day Mar. 20- NCAA Championships All Day Mar. 12-13 NCAA Championships 


@ Fayetteville, Ark. 
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Hana Time collegiate 
watches are water 
resistant, feature Citizen® 
quartz movements, are 
backed by a two year 
warranty and come packaged 
in tin gift boxes. 

Elite model is available 
with oiled leather strap or 
stainless steel bracelet in 
men's and women's size. 
Chrome Varsity has 
stainless steel bracelet 
and is available in men's 
and women's size. 
Playmaker model has a 
padded leather strap. 
Available in one size. 

Wall clocks have quartz 
movements, require one "AA" 
battery, two year warranty. 
Window carton packaging. 


_ — 
= 

- (ee 
To order by credit card, call: 


800 713-2261 

To order by mail, send check or money order to: 
Bama Watch, PO Box 866104, Tuscaloosa, 
AL 35486. Add 6% sales tax for Alabama 
residents. Allow 2-4 weeks for delivery. $8.95 
for UPS ground shipping and handling for first 
item. Add $1.00 for each additional item. Rush 
delivery is normally available at following rates 
for one item: $19.95 for one day or $10.95 for 
two day service plus $1.00 for each additional 


Men's Men’s 
Elite w/leather Chrome Varsity 
$69.95 — 


. Women’s Elite 
w/bracelet 
$89.95 


12" Wall Clock 
$24.95 


Playmaker Binoculars 
$39.95 $39.95 


8 x 22 binoculars have 
metal body with rubber grips 
and eye cups. Black nylon carry case 


MAKE THE BiG PLAY... 


WLU aa7Z7 


The Magazine For The Crimson Tide Football Fan. 
The Magazine For You. Month After Month BAMA Brings You The 
Sls Inside Scoop In Crimson Tide Football. Not just The Headlines. 


Pease SEnp Me One Year 
Or ‘BAMA For Onty $35.00. 


Total amount enclosed $ for. subscriptions. Alabama resi- 
dents add $2.00 sales tax to each order. Overseas add $10.00 each order. 


O)payment Enclosed Make checks payable to: 


“BAMA Magazine 
C) Mastercard PO. Box 866104 


and the stars-to-be, coaches, OVisa Tuscaloosa, AL 35486 ries fnocat hey. Great : 


and even the stars of - Bank Card__________Exp. Date_____ [7a ideas tool 


Signature 


yesteryear as we remember Please Print Make the big play to 


To: (Name) 


Alabama tradition. And for vitae get on the inside of Crimson 
the best and most accurate a Tide football. Return the 
recruiting information, LE oobi 
¢ Daytime Phone Number. New Subscription__ ) ‘ : 
nothing compares. THis IA Gt service, just Call toll-free 
i TOM: (Name), 
Mie, CER 


(City) 


CRIMSON es 


2004 Ses 


Calendar Frame $59.95 


With 12 Suitable-for- 


DANIEL A. M 


The Crimson & White 2004 Calendar features 12 art Images Include: 

prints derived from original oil paintings by nationally recog- 

nized artist Daniel A. Moore. Each 10" x 10" print is suitable | ° 7 Goal Line Stand 
for framing and can be easily removed from the calendar. As | * The Sack 

a special bonus, each calendar contains an 8".x 10"full-image | ° Two Winners 

print of “Running Through the T”. ¢ Running Through the T 


sary aa _ ¢ The Comeback 
Regular Edition Calendar; $24.95 | Thé-Top of the Line 


aepe a TETAS =a ee . ,_ | © Flashback 
ATTENTION COLLECTORS! We are offering a special) , 7.6 Tradition Continues 


Signature Limited Edition of 1,000 calendars. Each “Running |, tp, Interception 
Through the T” bonus print in this artist-signed and numbered | , yp, PutAway 
edition will also be signed by Tyler Watts. o-BGAP 

Signature Edition Calendar: $49.95 | ¢ The Kick Il 


NEW LIFE ART ¢ 3600 Lornaridge Drive ¢ Birmingham, AL 35216 
www.newlifeart.com ¢ 1-800-735-2787 


With Cub Cadet Model 2166 lawn tractors, you really do get it all. 
These hard workers have exclusive steel direct drive shafts for greater SAVE $800 


performance and durability. Plus, don’t miss these special savings, 


and discover how premium tractors are supposed to be built. 


- Premium 16 HP Kohler OHV engine 


+ Steel direct drive shaft 
- AutoHydro™ transmission 


Alexandria Atmore Centre 
Valley FarmTractor EscambiaLawn& The Tractor Place 
256-620-9111 Rental 256-927-7550 
Andalusia 251-368-1580 Columbiana 
G&SLawnand Bessemer Estate Garden & 
Tractor Susan's Outdoor Rental 
251-222-0933 Power 205-669-6574 
Arab DEAL ONG Cottondale 
The Parts Brownsboro Action TurfServices 
Connection Maynard Equipment 205-566-8899 
256-586-6772 256-776-9435 Culinan 
Ashville Centre Farley Tractor 
Fouts TractorCo Coosa Valley Equip. Company, Inc 
205-594-7000 256-927-3314 256-739-9004 


Cub Cadel 


Engineered for people who know better 


* Some as Cosh until Apel 2004 Promotion available to quoldied buyers using the Power ( 
required. Finance Chorges (ond credit insurence premiums, # applicable) will accrue on th 
1/13/03, the voticble APR for purchoses is 17.99% (17.99% minim 
promotions subject to change. See dealer for detoils. Specifications subject to chang 


* Product Price: Actual retell prices ore set by dealer ond moy very. Taxes, freight, setup ond hondlir 


O/) FINANCING 


- Fully welded steel frame eon peer 


+ 42” QuickAttach™ deck 


Cullman Henagar Sardis City Talladega Wanior 
Hare Tractor Bowman-Weaver Fanrtown Talladega Roger's True Value 
2256-78583 Equipment 256-593-7182 Intemational 206-647-6921 
Demopolis 256-657-3256 Scottsboro BE326113 Winfield 
Ward Appliance Killen Maynard Tallassee Spann Hardware 
334-289-0488 Neal's Tire & Equipment Holt Auto Sales & 205-487-2103 
Florence Appliance 256-259-3329 Equipment 
Oakley 256-757-5121 s 334-283-6507 
Equipment Madison Overlook Motors Tanner 
256-764-9899 Lawn Mower Plus 334-872-2132 McCutcheon Tractor 
Hamilton 256-895.0779 Snead 256-232.9115 
Goodson Moulton Snead Tuscumbia 
Feed Company Mouton Implement Equipment Tri-County Int'l 
206-921-4493 256-974-5021 205-487-2103 256-383-5601 


